feature 



UFO Ed Straker, head of a film studio and the defence of Earth pumocitc 


view, “I think that was probably a mistake 
because as I understand from reading 
Gene Roddenberry’s book before they did 
any production, casting or anything on the 
set for the Star Trek series they had the 
format and characters pretty much nailed 
down. Gerry, I think, was a little loose and 
just had this big idea that Straker would be 
the boss.” 

Although the format was still loose in 
those early days it did not lead to the ac- 
tors having much input into their charac- 
ters. 

“I think that was lacking in the early 
days. The series was exploratory and I 
think we used a couple of episodes, cer- 
tainly Identified , in that exploratory 
process. With hindsight it was a luxury we 
could not really have afforded. If we had 
gone in prepared and established where 
we were going to go, it may have knock- 
ed a little spontaneity out of it, but it would 
have prepared us and the audience for 
what was to come. I’ll give you an ex- 
ample, there was no episodic continuity, 
only a suggested running order for the 
episodes and I think that that lack of 
preparation was not an asset.” 

As the series progressed, however, there 
were specific attempts to embody Straker 
with character. Especially one episode in 
which Straker’ s son is knocked down. To 
fly in the medication the boy needs to live, 
Straker, diverts a SHADO craft. When the 
aliens launch an attack, he allows the craft 


to be used in counter active measures 
despite the fact that it could, and in fact 
does, cost the life of his son. Bishop 
remembers it well. 

“That’s A Question of Priorities, a lot of 
people pick that one out. It is very illustra- 
tive of the character of Straker because at 
one point someone asks him if he did right 
in diverting this spaceship off to fight the 
aliens instead of using it to help his son. 
Straker says, ‘Yes, it was the correct 
decision' which indicates that he is a pret- 


ty dedicated guy. A dedication far and 
above what one would usually expect.” 

Favourites 

Ed Bishop then moved on to other 
favourite UFO episodes. "Sub Smash I 
liked; it was a typical thing of guys 
trapped and meeting their doom so their 
personalities come to the fore. I like 
Timelash, the one with Patrick Allen and 
the cars — that was very imaginative. I 


UFO Part of the SHADO team, Straker’s right hand man, Colonel Alec Freeman (on the left, and played by George 

Sewell) and Dr Jackson (Vladek Sheybal) Photo© ITC 
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think those three and Confetti Check, of 
course, the one with the flashbacks to how 
it all started, Straker’s relationship with 
his wife and all that. Those four out of the 
twenty-six readily surface to mind." 

The overall quality of the show was high 
and it was widely thought that it would 
survive to a second season. In fact 
revamping and preparation was in 
progress when the decision to produce a 
brand new series based around the new 
Moonbase design was taken. The result 
was Space 1999. 

“I knew we had come very very close to 
it and that they had been doing some ad- 
vanced work on it. 1 was in Los Angeles 
and had heard from Gerry and Sylvia that 
they were getting very close to doing it. 
What actually happened in the board 
room, behind the scenes, I was not party 
to that. 

“I quite candidly think that if we had 
made another series of, say thirteen 
episodes, that we really would have 
pushed through the sound barrier! I 
wouldn't say that we would still be 
making them, but I think we could have 
made as many as Star Trek. When series 
are on and running, writers, actors and 
directors all learn as the thing is going on. 
The more you can hang on the more 
people respond to it, they get used to it.” 

In the event, however, the series 
remained subsonic and finished after 
twenty-six shows. 

Fans 

The reaction and fan response is some- 
thing the Ed Bishop still finds incredible. 
“I get recognized more than I think I 
should. A guy stopped me just recently in 
the street and said, 'You’re Ed Bishop!’ 
and I said, ‘I know’. I am surprised, but 
something like Walt Disney says he has a 
new audience every seven years — I think 
Science Fiction is like that. It does not date 
and even if it does, like Flash Gordon, it 
then becomes a cult thing. So it’s onto a 
winner whereas westerns and detective 
stories do date; this genre just seems to go 
on and on.” 

Meetings fans is something Bishop con- 
tinues to do on a regular basis at conven- 
tions. “I enjoy going to conventions, I get 
to as many as I can attend. I returned from 
Australia about six months ago and there 
is quite an enthusiastic response to 
Gerry's work down there. I loved 
Australia, it’s a wonderful country and 
full of wonderful people.” 

Long before joining SHADO, Ed 
Bishop had been in command of a doomed 
expedition in series Out of the 
Unknown’s episode Beach Head. Men- 
tion of this old tale causes the actor to react 



UFO Timelash was one of Ed 
Bishop’s favourite stories Photo© ITC 

with pleasant surprise. 

"Oh yeah! That was way back! [ 1969| 
Great Scott! That was a wonderful story 
for BBC television and had a wonderful 
director, James Jones. The Captain of this 
spaceship goes bananas, sort of like The 
Caine Mutiny, and we get stranded. 

"I remember one scene where all the 
guys in the crew had come up and given 
me this petition, and this Captain 1 was 
playing was insane, so they gave me this 
petition on a big piece of paper. They all 


sat round in a circle talking to me and I 
thought I had to do something so I slowly 
made this airplane with the paper. At the 
end of the scene the director said, ‘That's 
great, Eddy!' After all nothing’s duller 
than nine guys sitting around talking and 
so I just sat their folding a paper airplane 
and at the end of the scene when they say, 
‘Well, Captain what do you say?' I just 
threw the airplane out, it circled, hit the 
deck and that was the end of the scene. [' m 
particularly fond of that scene, but that 
was such a long time ago that I’m not sure 
that a master would even remain of it. It 
was shot at the studios which just closed. 
Lime Grove.” 

One of the latest pieces of work for Ed 
Bishop is in The Young Indiana Jones 
Chronicles. 

"That was just a regular job that came 
up through my agent, I met the director 
and went down to Spain for a week; 
sweated my butt off! It was so hot it was 
unbelievable! I was playing a World War 
1 guy, an old sergeant in this itchy wool 
costume! 1 nearly passed out! It was only 
a two day part but it was fun. I was a tobac- 
co chewing and spitting guy — a real 
character part, and I enjoyed it. Also I had 
never been to Spain and I liked it.” 

Unfortunately he does not survive to the 
end of the episode. “One always hopes 
when you do a series that they will call you 
back to reprise the role. When a bullet 
goes through you the chances of that are 
pretty minimal however!” 

Stuart Clark 


Out Now! 

Starburst Summer Special #12 


Fantasy Females come under the spotlight! 
Scream Queen Sybil Banning reveals her 
Fantasy roles. Alien 3 - Sigourney Weaver and 
her character Ripley explored. Star Trek - Sex, 
the female frontier! Plus: Terminator 2’s devas- 
tating nuke effects. The Flash's star John Wes- 
ley Shipp interviewed. Also featured are The 
Memoirs of an Invisible Man, and the Starburst 
TV & Film poll results. 

The Starburst Summer Special #12 cost £2.95 
(US $6.95) from newsagents and book stores. 

It is also available from the Back Issues depart- 
ment where you should enclose an additional 
60p (US $2.00) to cover postage and packing. 
Cheques, postal orders, money orders payable to 
‘Visual Imagination Limited ’and sent to: 

Back Issues, Visual Imagination Limited, 

PO Box 371, 

London SW14 8JL,UK. 
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T OM BAKER is something of an 
enigma. Unlike most of the other 
actors who have played the lead 
in Doctor Who, there is very lit- 
tle discernible difference between Tom 
Baker the actor and Tom Baker the Doc- 
tor. Both are moody and unpredictable. 
Both are apparently benign, but both also 
have a sharp wit. So, when the opportunity 
to talk to Mr Baker arises, you cannot be 
certain how it is all going to turn out. Thus, 
it was something of a relief and indeed a 
surprise to meet a man seemingly at peace 
with himself, Mr Baker was attending the 
launch of the BBC Video of Douglas 
Adams' Shada (to be released in July). 

Shada Revisited 

The ill-fated final story from his sixth 
year in Doctor Who, which was never 
completed due to protracted strike action 
at the BBC back in 1979 and for which he 

“Some absolutely untransmittable 
out-takes... held by Scotland Yard!” 


under-graduates from St John's College 
opposite to where I was staying, who used 
to sing to me at night in return for me 
buying all the drinks! We actually moved 
them into a scene where they sang some- 
thing.” 

Cancellation 

How much of Shada did he actually 
remember? “I thought 1 could remember 
everything about it, but obviously I 
couldn’t. There’s no such thing as a com- 
plete memory except in a documentary 
sense and I'm not a researcher. I seem to 
remember lots about it, but it’s coloured 
by the fact that I want to justify myself to 
myself. I remember the cancellation ot the 
studio recordings very well, because that 
was the beginning of my acquaintance 
with America. After the cancellation, 
Graham Williams and I went off to 
America and that was the beginning of the 
“Maybe Douglas 
didn’t think I was so funny” 


has now provided a linking commentary. 
To begin, Tom introduced the subject of 
Shada." 

“ Shada marks the full stop, the thing 
which completes everything I did in Doc- 
tor Who, except I suppose some absolute- 
ly untransmittable out-takes, which are 
held by Scotland Yard! A small mytho- 
logy has grown up about what Shada was 
really like and was it as good as we all 
thought it was? I think the material is ex- 
cellent, but then I would, wouldn't I? It's 
lovely to finally make it available to fans.” 

Not being one to watch his own perfor- 
mances, how did he cope with having to 
view Shada so as to provide the narration? 
“It was lovely, as it was made at a time 
when I was very happy, or I think I was 
happy. Could I have been happy 13 years 
ago? Yes, I think so. I was in Cambridge, 
which is a beautiful place to be, and we 
were made very welcome there by the 
under-graduates. In fact we wrote in some 
“It was made 

at a time when I was very happy” 
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American Doctor Who conventions. I ar- 
rived pole-axed with fatigue and drink and 
they were ecstatic. Nothing could quite 
surpass that.” 

Was there ever a possibility of Shada 
being completed? “A remount would 
have been prohibitively expensive. 
There’s a domino effect once something 
hiccoughs in television. Also, some of the 
cast would have been difficult to get back 
as they were rather grand. Christopher 
Neame, for example, was a businessman 
even in those days. And Denis [Carey] 
was busy later on.” 

What can we actually expect from the 
video? “What we have cheekily done is 
release a tape where I am talking to 
camera saying this is what we would have 
done if we hadn’t had a strike. I narrate the 
story with a few personal comments and 
we go in and out of the footage. The video 
starts with me at the MOMI Doctor Who 
Exhibition amongst some monsters and 
we come across the Krarg, which in turn 
leads on to the story-telling.” 

Did Tom find himself in tune with 
Douglas Adams? "He’s very droll and 
funny. Curiously enough, I never could 
understand why he didn’t ask me to be in 
Hitch Hiker! I find that amazing. I can 
say it now, but I would never have said it 
before. It’s interesting that he didn’t see 
me or it like that. It constantly surprises 
me how one has to separate the way one 
sees oneself from how other people see 
you. I used to know Roger Moore’s agent 
and one day I asked if he could get me into 
a Bond film through Roger, and he said I 
was out of my mind. He just didn’t see me 
like that at all. So maybe Douglas didn’t 
think I was so funny after all!” 

Patrick Troughton 

July also sees the release from the BBC 
Audio Collection of The Evil of the 
Daleks, which starred Patrick Troughton 
as the Doctor. Tom has also provided link- 
ing commentary for this, so how did he ap- 
proach narrating a story with which he had 
no involvement. “It's a very curious thing 
that when you play a part that has a kind 
of history of reincarnations, there is some- 
thing faintly mystical in a kind of daft 
way. I feel very great sympathy with 
Patrick Troughton, who was one of the 
Doctors that I admired particularly. I quite 
liked his kind of little pixie style. So it 
wasn’t difficult to move in and out of the 
story.” 

Later in the year, the fourth ‘era’ video, 
The Tom Baker Years, featuring Tom’s 
reactions to clips from each of his Doctor 
Who stories, will be made available. How 
was it made? “We shot it in Lord 
Leighton’s house in Holland Park with 

fVZ<?vJE 


Tom Baker thirteen years ago, during the tv studio recording session for Shada 

Shada photos © BBC Video 


John Nathan-T timer showing me clips 
from my past over a two day period 
without my knowing what they would be. 
John’s idea was to show my spontaneous 
reactions or non-reactions. I was mostly 
astounded and couldn't remember any- 
thing about them. Was that really me? But 
I’m quite pleased with the outcome." The 
two tapes last 90 minutes each and the 
whole was recorded using first takes 
regardless of possible interruptions to 
enable genuine reactions to be obtained. 
“There are bits when I’m obviously look- 
ing a bit fatigued or thinking, ‘Not another 
one!’ In that sense it’s quite unusual and 
has an added friendliness.” 

Withdrawal 

Given Tom’s previous reluctance to as- 
sociate himself with Doctor Who since 


hanging up his scarf, is he enjoying his 
renewed association with the Time 
traveller? “Yes, I am. I’m feeling much 
jollier and philosophical about most 
things now, because in the last couple of 
years, good parts have been arriving. Sud- 
denly things have looked up again and ap- 
parently I was on the wireless yesterday 
talking about God with terrific con- 
fidence! It’s amazing what a bit of atten- 
tion does to you. After a while the pain of 
sacrificing the Doctor evaporated. 1 im- 
agine being a shagged out old hero must 
be a little like having been a footballer, 
boxer or cricketer. It was a very glam- 
orous job and an ecstatic time when 
people saw me in an uncomplicated 
fashion. In a way what happened was that 
I acted the Doctor all the time I was out of 
doors, which as I’m rather a gregarious 
fellow, was a lot of the time. Having prac- 
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tised playing this identity for seven years, 
it suddenly ended. I don’t mean there were 
withdrawal symptoms in the sense that I 
was instantly sorry I'd withdrawn. It was 
natural that 1 should give way to someone 
else. 

“There was a slight fatigue and I had be- 
come neurotically proprietorial about it. 
Like now in my spare time, I've become 
a cemetery attendant and 1 keep it all 
mowed and clean. Suddenly from time to 
time, somebody dies and 1 get into an ab- 
solute fury because they're digging up my 
cemetery! When it got to that stage with 
Doctor Who, it meant I had to go because 
I could no longer be influenced. Once 
you’re cut off from influences, there can 
be no growth. So I had to go. Then I'd be 
reminded of it all the time. I might be 
shown a clip of me running and being able 
to clamber over a wall. And I'd think to 
myself, ‘I can’t do that any more'. But 
now I’ve come to terms with it. My youth 
has finally evaporated.” 

Repeats 

Given the choice, which Doctor Who 
story would he like repeated? “That’s a 
good question that I can’t answer. I have 
very amazing memories which are only 
fragmentary. For example I remember 
The Ark In Space because I was absolute- 
ly infatuated with and fond of Roger Mur- 
ray-Leach as a designer. And Jim 
Acheson’s costumes were amazing — he 
designed me to begin with. I remember 
June Hudson’s designs later on. She had a 
natural taste for opera — the coats and the 
scarf became more and more operatic and 
kind of elderberry purple. And of course 
my performance became more and more 
operatic! Then I remember the French one 
with Lalla Ward, to whom I was married 
and had such a jolly time. Of course I 
remember my first recording [The Son- 


taran Experiment] when I broke my 
shoulder. When I fell, I banged my head 
as well and wasn’t sure how badly I was 
hurt. It turned out to be my collar bone. So 
I can’t think of just one.” 

Does Tom feel the renewed interest in 
his Doctor is because of the video 
releases? “Yes, I think there is a knock-on 
effect. Even the BBC shops are helping 
with their two prime sites in London. Al- 
though I do find them drab estab- 
lishments, as if the people who run them 
have never been in a wittily designed 
shop. After one’ s health and having some- 
one to love and be loved by, shopping is 
the big activity. If I were a doctor. I’d get 
people off pills, give them money and tell 
them to go shopping!” 

Fans 

How does he cope with Doctor Who 
fans? “I find speaking to groups of fans 
quite inhibiting if the age disparity is too 
great. If there are little children, I am 
limited in the innuendo I can use and 
therefore the language I employ becomes 
bland and 1 start pitching things lower. 
Apparently it doesn’t bother Sylvester 
McCoy at all — he just gives his all 
whoever’ s there, but I do get a bit nervous 
if there are children there. I find the 
American fans marvellously generous 
and uncritical. The British are more prob- 
ing. Among the Americans I become a 
kind of old Christ-like figure where I lay 
on fingers and cure people who aren’t ill 
at all ! The response can transform me. Ap- 
plause can make people feel younger. In 
fact I’m thinking of starting up as a private 
doctor and employing out-of-work actors 
to applaud patients, who would get 
younger and younger. I could get them to 
regress from silly old farts to 21 year 
olds!” 

Would he be prepared to play the Doc- 



Lalla Ward, the Doctor’s companion 
in Shada and Tom’s ex-wife 


tor again? “It’s like asking me whether I’d 
like to be young again. It's gone on too 
much. I think it would be like fetching an 
old bullfighter out of retirement.” He 
maintains that while he played the part, he 
was sincere in his extra curricular Who 
activities such as visiting hospitals or 
schools, while at the same time recogniz- 
ing that he was also promoting the 
programme. “Wherever I went was a 
pleasure. Everything about that success 
has coloured my life since. To go 
anywhere unhampered by any hostility is 
something I still to some extent miss.” 

Dominic May 

The BBC Video cover for Shada 



The abandoned Shada set at BBC Television Centre just after the strike started 



Page 14 


Issue 32 


TVZ°NfE 




THUNDKRBIRD 2 (Actual size: 2 1 Vi" x \1Vi" including border) 



THUNDKRB1RD 3 (Actual size: 2 1 Vi" x 17 Vi" including border) 


EXCLUSIVE THUNDERBIRDS LIMITED EDITIONS 


From the original creator of Thunderbirds 1-5 comes a very 
special collection of prints that brings us his unique vision of 
the world famous International Rescue crafts that captured the 
hearts of millions. 

Cult Prints introduce ^ 

THUNDERBIRDS -The <0 l1 JLLL^Jr' Collection 
a series of five fine art pastel reproductions (one of each craft) 
strictly limited to 500 of each. 

Beginning with Thunderbirds 2 and 3, the series builds into a 
definitive work from one of the major contributors to the 
Thunderbirds legacy. 

Derek Meddings originally visualized the crafts for the show in 
the sixties and was Supervising Special Effects Director of every 
episode and both feature films. With these prints he captures 
the excitement and adventure that characterized the original 
series, bringing Thunderbirds into the nineties. 

Each print is reproduced to the highest possible 
standard using a special six colour separation 
process that achieves a quality close to the original. 

It is then individually inspected, signed and 
numbered by the artist and comes complete with its 
own Certificate of Authenticity. 


The 
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Collection 



Limited to 500 of each craft 
Individually signed and numbered 
by the artist 

Certificate of Authenticity 
Reproduced to the highest 
possible standard 
Beautifully framed in aluminium* 


The quality of these items, coupled with their rarity, 
make them an essential addition to any 
Thunderbirds collection. 

To avoid disappointment, send your order today. 
Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


Please send your order to Cult Prints, 

Roseacre, Pednor Road, Chesham, Buckinghamshire HP5 2SS 

Telephone 0494 773009 Fax 0494 792761 
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Price each 
unframed 

Price each 
framed 

Total value 

Thunderbird 2 


£24.95 

£48.95* 


Thunderbird 3 


£24.95 

£48.95* 


Postage and handling charges: 

First print £1.95 

Each additional print 65p 

Each framed print £6.20 
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Please send details of further prints as they become available 



LIMIT: 2 prints of each craft 


PIT. ASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS: 
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1 enclose a cheque/PO payable to 
Cult Prints for 
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Yesterday’s Enterprise Denise Crosby returns to The Next Generation as an ill-fated, alternative Lt Tasha Yar 


T HROUGHOUT Star Trek: The 
Next Generation’s first season, 
actress Denise Crosby played 
Tasha Yar, Chief of Security on 
the starship Enterprise. Her death at the 
‘hands’ of Armus in Skin of Evil shocked 
crew and fans alike. Tasha’s departure has 
stemmed from Crosby’s desire for addi- 
tional recognition. Remaining before 
Hollywood’s cameras, the actress soon 
found herself in Pet Semetary. Further- 
more, Miracle Mile allowed Crosby to 
become the victim of a chilling 
countdown to a nuclear attack on Los An- 
geles. In addition to appearing in Ten- 
nessee Nights, she also cameoed in Blake 
Edward’s comedy, Skin Deep. 

In the wake of her successful big screen 
roles, Crosby began exploring ways of 
returning to the world of The Next 
Generation. “Whoopi Goldberg appears 
as this character [Guinan] in a few 
episodes a year. So I thought that it would 
be fun to do something like that,” explains 
Crosby. “I had left the show under very 
good circumstances. I was still friends 
with Gene Roddenberry, the producers 
and certainly the cast. We talked about my 
return with no specific game-plan in mind. 
We thought that it would be really fun for 
me to come back at some point and do 

Opposite page: Crosby returns as 
Sela in Unification 


something. I suspected that it would al- 
ways be as an alien where viewers would 
not recognize me. Another option was to 
have the character of Q resurrect Tasha or 
merely assume her form.” 

During the series’ third season, ratings 
skyrocketed when Crosby reprised her 
role as Tasha Yar in the episode Yester- 


day’s Enterprise. This time, Tasha is on 
board a USS Enterprise in an alternate 
Time stream where the Federation is 
losing a war against the Klingons. Picard 
soon learns that he is living in a universe 
that should not exist, and that he must send 
the crew of the 1701 -C (a previous USS 
Enterprise which has fallen through a hole 


Denise Crosby in her first Trek ‘life’ — the original Tasha Yar in Arsenal of 
Freedom, with Commander Riker (William Frakes) 
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Redemption II Crosby as Sela, the Romulan/Human hybrid, a character 
inspired by Crosby’s own ideas 


in Time) back to their alternate universe, 
and to their deaths. 

Yesterday’s Enterprise helped to sow 
the seeds for Crosby to return as Sela, 
Tasha’ s half-Romulan daughter and bitter 
enemy of the Enterprise and the Federa- 
tion. “This episode was a great piece of 
writing,” remarks Crosby. “It is definite- 
ly one of the better segments that I have 
appeared in. One day I came up with the 
idea where, after having an affair with the 
captain of the Enterprise, Tasha had be- 
come pregnant. Although everybody was 
supposedly lost when the 1 70 1 -C was sent 
back in Time, Tasha had been one of the 
few people captured by the Romulans. 
But knowing that she was pregnant, they 
let her live long enough to give birth to the 
baby. This, of course, also gave the 
Romulans a perfect opportunity to raise a 
human child which they could study and 
use for their own gains.” 

Crosby successfully convinced pro- 
ducer Rick Berman to incorporate her idea 
into the series. However, the script now 
called for the baby’s father to be changed 
from the Enterprise’s captain to a Romu- 
lan general. “I made my debut as Sela in 
the last episode of the fourth season 
[Redemption],’’ recalls Crosby. “You hear 
my voice and see me in the shadows 
before ‘To Be Continued’ appears on the 
screen.” 

It is in Redemption II, the Fifth Season's 
first episode, thate Sela make her presence 
known to a shocked Captain Picard and 
Enterprise crew. In this episode, the 
character is intent on stopping Federation 
forces crossing into Romulan territory. 

In Unification, the character was deter- 
mined to secure the Romulan invasion of 
Vulcan. “Sela’ s great strengths are certain 


qualities that Tasha had of being a real ex- 
pert in her field," notes Crosby. “She is 
strong, determined, able to stand up 
against anything, knows what she wants 
and is after it. But on the other side of the 
coin, her weaknesses are that she is com- 
pletely stubborn, brainwashed and unwill- 
ing to learn anything about her human 
side. 

“So far we have not explored the con- 
flict about Sela’s roots. Unification was 
really about her determination to take over 
a planet. I want to move into areas which 
are more personal to her, and as the 
character develops, I think this will be- 
come very interesting.” 

It is Crosby’s hope that, by eventually 


learning about Tasha and other human 
beings, Sela will become the bridge to 
bring peace between the Romulan Empire 
and the Federation. "Since the concept be- 
hind Star Trek is about peace, it would 
be awful for them not to make peace. The 
big argument to me was ‘Who’s going to 
be the enemy?’ Well, they can create new 
enemies. After all, there are plenty of 
enemies in the world. The Romulans have 
been chasing the Federation around the 
galaxy for the last twenty-five years.” 

Crosby anticipates that future episodes 
of The Next Generation will feature 
some interesting storylines in which Sela 
also rediscovers her own personality. 
“Since she was four years old, Sela has 
been with her father and the Romulans. At 
this point, she detests her mother and her 
mother’s people. I think there is a great 
opportunity to have a character, who is so 
determined, move in the opposite direc- 
tion.” 

However, Sela’s hatred of humans has 
required Crosby to spend less shooting 
time with many of her old Next Genera- 
tion colleagues. "I don’t get to interact 
with them very much," admits the actress. 
“Of course, you can only put these charac- 
ters together for so long before they kill 
each other. So, I spend most of my time 
with actors who I don’t really know and a 
bunch of Romulans [laughs]. Since I 
began playing this character. I’ve only 
worked with Patrick Stewart and Brent 
Spiner. I haven't even seen LeVar Burton 
or Michael Dorn on the set. They’re never 
around when I’m there. So that is kind of 
odd.” 

Besides playing Sela, Crosby likes to 
show her loyalty to the series by appear- 


Redemption II Sela is behind the plan to split the Klingon Empire away from 
the Federation — and ambitious Klingon women are involved! 
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ing at Star Trek conventions. She com- 
pares the phenomenon’s popularity with 
the power of a cult religion. “I've seen the 
intensity with which fans follow the show. 
Star Trek has given people some defini- 
tion of their lives. It’s a way in which they 
can perceive things. 

“I'm always approached by fans who 
tell me that Tasha was their favourite 


character. And although she was some- 
what of an enigma, I always tried to make 
her vulnerable and human in a situation 
which might have been very cliche. 1 
could have been this tougher than nails 
girl in a traditionally male role. But who 
cares about that? I was much more inter- 
ested in making her not perfect.” 

Back in the Present, Crosby ponders 


over the possibility of a Next Generation 
feature film. “I think that Star Trek VI: 
The Undiscovered Country has opened 
the door for the Next Generation gang to 
come through. 1 hope that the story is 
taken back far enough where Tasha is still 
alive. Then, in future films, I can return as 
Sela again. It would be fun.” 

Simon Bacal 
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To advertise in the TV Zone Classifieds can 
cost just £3.00!! Readers wanting Pen Pals 
pay just £3.00 for up to 32 words. Fan rate 
for conventions, clubs, announcements and 
fanzines is £6.00 for up to 32 words. All other 
advertisers pay £12 for up to 32 words. All 
prices include VAT. Cheques/PO made pay- 
able to ‘Visual Imagination Limited’. Copy 
deadline is the third Thursday of the month 
before publication. For further details of 
other advertising rates please request our 
rate card. Visual Imagination (TV Zone ads) 
PO Box 371, London SW14 8JL or ring Nick 
on 081 878 5486 and ask for advertising. 


Pen Pals 

Male, 21, seeks correspondance with female 
fans of Quantum Leap, Sapphire and Steel and 
The Twilight Zone. Interested? Then send 
photo to Craig, 2 Walnut Grove, Ellesmere, 
Port, South Wirral, L66 2JZ. 

If you want VTTBOTS then tell me about it. 
Write to: Della Hatcher, Side Flat, 15 Clifton 
Road, Wallington, Surrey, SM6 8AL. All letters 
will be answered, crammed full of information if 
you want!! 

Clubs 

Quantum Zone Quantum Leap club. Member- 
ship only £4.00 per year for four magazines. 
Covering all aspects of the series. SAE to 
Adrian Tommany, 263 Warley Road, Blackpool, 
FY2 0UP. 

Liverpool Society of Cult Television holds 
monthly meetings for fans of Who, Trek, B7, 
Peaks, Parker Lewis, Press Gang etc. For fur- 
ther information write to 88 Cambridge Road, 
Southport, Merseyside PR9 9RH. 

The Hitch-Hikers Guide to the Galaxy Ap- 
preciation Society. You’ve heard the radio 
series, read the books, seen the videos — now 
join the hoopiest society for the coolest froods 
around. SAE to 17 Guildford Street, Brighton 
BN1 3LS. 

Ten Forward TNG fan club. Membership 
£3.50, three A4 newsletters per year, member- 
ship card, certificate, Starship assignment, 
choice of race. Details send SAE to TF, 3 
Hardwicke Road, Eastwood, Rotherham, S65 
IRE. 

IDIC Star Trek Club. UK dues £6.50 for six bi- 
monthly 72-88 page newsletters covering all 
aspects of Star Trek. SASE to Janet Quarton, 
15 Letter Daill, Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8SX, Scotland. 

Fanderson, the official Gerry Anderson Ap- 
preciation Society. Magazines, photo’s, ex- 
clusive merchandise, cheaper rates at our 
conventions, local groups etc. SAE for details: 
Fanderson, PO Box 93, Wakefield, West Yorks, 
WF1 1XJ. 

BSFR - International Star Trek Club. UK mem- 
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bership £8.00, bringing you bi-monthly newslet- 
ters and magazines, featuring news, reviews, 
interviews, photos and much much more! Send 
SASE to BSFR, Bernard Walsh, 55 Kildare 
Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 1PR. 

Services 

Free Catalogue: Listing hundreds of Star T rek, 
Next Generation, Dr Who and other TV and SF 
subjects. Books, videos, models etc: send First 
Class stamp: John Fitton (Books and 
Magazines), 1 Orchard Way, Hensall, Goole, 
Northumberside, DN14 ORT. 

Genuine Stars celebrity addresses. Over 
10,000 listed film stars, TV stars and pop stars. 
Send stamp for details, enclosing names of 
wanted celebrity addresses. I.C.L (Dept TZ) PO 
Box 1010, Bournemouth, BH1 2YF. 

Sheffield Space Centre 33 The Wicker, Shef- 
field, S3 8HS. Tel: (0742) 758905. We stock a 
large selection fo Science Fiction and Fantasy 
paperbacks, American comics, Star Trek 
material, Doctor Who material, etc. Open Mon- 
day, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10am ’til 5pm. 
Saturday 9.00 ’til 5pm. Closed all day Wednes- 
day. Please send SAE for list. 

The Twilight Zone, 92 High Street, Egham, 
Surrey, TW20 9HF (Opposite Fire Station). A 
new shop catering for all the TV/Film collector’s 
needs. Thousands of toys, figures, books, kits, 
posters, etc. related to Thunderbirds, Star 
Wars, Star Trek, 007, Batman, Marilyn, etc. Ex- 
clusive ever-changing display of original 
TV/Film props. Open Tuesday- Friday 10.00am 
’til 5.30pm, Saturday 9.30am ’til 6.00pm. Tel: 
(0784) 433005. (M25 Junction 13/Mainline 
Waterloo Station). 

Vinyl Hammer Film Kits available soon. 
Dracula, Curse of the Werewolf, Gorgon, Rep- 
tile etc. Thousands of kits, magazines, books, 
merchandise. Billiken USA main dealer. Large 
SAE (45p) for catalogue. Creatures Unlimited, 
West Lodge, 26 West Road, Clacton-on-Sea, 
Essex, C015 1BL England. Phone 0255 
42541 1 

Attention all Film and TV Fans! We are a mail 
order service offering two comprehensive 
catalogues: Film/Film Star catalogue — photos, 
posters, stills, books, etc: £1 .00. Sci-Fi/TV Fan- 
tasy catalogue — books, mags, photos, toys 
and merchandise etc: £1.00 or £1.50 for both 
catalogues:- Fantasy Incorporated (T), The 
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford, Herts. 

Events 

Colin Baker, Nicola Bryant, Sophie Aldred at 
the Who Shop International (opposite East Ham 
Underground) for an exclusive signing on 19th 
July 1992. Shop opens 10.00 am. Tel: 081 471 
2356. 

Conventions 

Action 93. A weekend celebration of ITC Enter- 
tainment. 26th/28th March 1993 at Shepperton 
Moat House. For more details send SAE to; 
Claire Saunders, 1 2 Saville Crescent, Ashforde, 
Middlesex, TW15 1SX, England. 

ArmadaCon IV Multi-media convention. 6-8 
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November 1 992. Astor Hotel, Plymouth. Guests 
Jon Pertwee, Adrian Cole and more. Weekend 
registration £20, daily £12. Details. 4 Gleneagle 
Ave, Mannamead, Plymouth, Devon, PL3 5HL. 
Who’s 7 — 30/10/92-1/11/92, Telford Moat 
House. Blake’s 7/Dr Who convention. GoH in- 
j elude Gareth Thomas, Colin Baker. Extensive 
and original programme. Full information from 
Henry Eggleton, 137 High St, Plaistow Broad- 
way, London El 3 9HH. 

FAB One. Thunderbirds Convention. 8th & 9th 
| August 1992. Civic Hall, Wolverhampton. Send 
sae for details to: The Creighton-Ward Man- 
sion, 15 Fuller’s Court, Exeter, Devon, EX2 
| 4DZ. A Fanderson Production. 

Warp One. The 35th British Star T rek Conven- 
tion, Middleton Tower Holiday Centre, 
Morecambe. 30th April to 3rd May 1993. For 
| details send to Warp One, 69 Merlin Crescent, 
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 6JB. 

Fo r Sale 

AIP Video’s Telefantasy Archive Series fea- 
tures 1960s American unaired pilots, lost 
episodes, outtakes in PAL standard VHS! 4 
IRC’s for catalog! AIP Video, Box 150, Revere, 

| MA 02101, USA. 

Star Trek II: Wrath of Khan full set of 6"x4" (30 
photos) £25. Plus full set of 8''x6" £50. Peter 
Lennon, 1 5 Yewtree Close, Batchley , Redditch. 
j Further enquiries 0527 585036. 

Dr Who collection of magazines, books and 
annuals for sale. Also American Spiderman 
comics. For details send SSAE to Adrian Ash- 
| ton, 23 March Lane, Cherry Hinton, Cambridge, 
CB1 3LG. 

Doctor Who Collection — Includes all Target 
novels, DWMs etc. Send SAE to: Nick Betts, 3 
| Knightley Close, Cubbington, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, CV32 7LB. 

Videos for Sale: 6 original Twilight Zones, 3 
Lost in Space, 3 Outer Limits. New condition. 

| £50 for this set. Won't sell separately. Graham 
Keenan, 54 Cunningham St, Middlesbrouqh, 
TS5 4DF. 

See Actor Robert Vaughn in The Protectors 
| on ITC Video and then buy the only book on 
| him, to which he contributed. Details from Thes- 
saly Press, PO Box 130, London Ell IBP. 

Fanzines 

! Perivale Expatriate #1 — A Doctor Who fiction 
'zine devoted to Ace. Over 100 pages of Ex- 
plosive Action. For details send an SSAE to:- 
Perivale Enterprises UK, 6 Pickwick Close, 

| Sandbach, Cheshire, CW1 1 OYR. 
j The Alternative Guide to British Television. 60 
pages, over 70 programmes. Production com- 
panies, episode titles and transmission dates. 
£2.50 (including p&p) from Books of Rassilon 
Enterprises, 18 Lychgate Ave, Stourbridge, 
| Worcestershire, DY9 OTS. 

Rayphase Shift tapezine number eight. Ec- 
centrics issue; plus Space 1999. C90/SAE to 
Nick Goodman, 7 Kent Road, West Harnham, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP2 8HN. ‘It’s wacky and 
tacky!’ 
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STAR TREK 
Imbalance (#22) 
by V E Mitchell 
Publisher Titan Books 
Price £3.99 

Published: 25th June ’92 

T HE only real complaint I have 
with Imbalance is that, in a 280 
page book, it takes 200 pages 
before anything really exciting 

happens. 

This is one of those unfortunate reads 
where I found myself thinking that if I 
didn't actually have to review it, I doubt 
I'd have gone on past the first 100 odd 
pages. 

I can’t say that, at the end, 1 sat back 
thinking how wonderful it was and how 
glad I felt that 1 had carried on, but then 
again, I certainly didn't think I'd wasted 
my time. The only thing that kept going 
through my mind was that too much time 
was spent establishing lots of situations, 
and too little time spent resolving any- 
thing. 

Basically, the Away Team, visiting the 
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insectoid Jarada (first introduced but not 
seen in the television episode The Big 
Goodbye) are split up. Their hosts seem 
unusually genial and charming, eager to 
join the Federation, and ready to be help- 
ful. When the Away Team go on their 
respective tours however, all hell breaks 
loose, they are all cut off from one another 
and, in a couple of cases, left to fend for 
themselves. 

Where this falls apart really is in Vic- 
toria Mitchell’s choice of personnel. 
Okay, so for once Data gets left on the 
Enterprise with little to do (a welcome 
change there), but instead O’Brien’s wife 
Keiko is sent down. This is solely to create 
a feud between the (then) newly weds and 
explore their relationship and differing 
backgrounds. Unfortunately, this interest- 
ing sub-plot is raced through without any 
depth, because every time the Keiko 
storyline gets interesting, we have to dip 
back into the main story to see what is be- 
coming of Riker, Crusher and Worf. 
Whereas the Crusher story is equally im- 
portant (and equally underdeveloped), 
either of the other two could have been 
dropped to allow more interesting things 
to happen to the remainder. 

Ironically, for a book called Imbalance, 
it is indeed lopsided and sadly unsatisfy- 
ing. In an effort to pack too much story 
and too many characters into one novel, 
Victoria Mitchell has only really suc- 
ceeded in giving a taste of what might 
have been an excellent story. A shame. 

Mark Chappell 

BLAKE’S 7 
Volume 19 
BBC Video 
Price &1 0.99 
Released: June 1992 

M OLOCH is a another battle- 
of-the-sexes allegory from 
Ben Steed, who you may 
remember from his earlier 
effort Harvest of Kirns. However don't be 
disheartened; Moloch is a lot better and 
this time around Ben gets the balance right 
between sadism, comedy and social com- 
ment. 

We join the story at the end of Liber- 
ator’ s off-screen pursuit of Servalan ’ s flag 
ship, which, after having journeyed 
without a Presidential escort for twenty- 
seven days, disappears into a black void. 
Avon finds this vaguely disconcerting and 
decides to follow the same course at full 
tilt. Zen only just detects the hidden planet 
Sardos in time to prevent the Liberator 
ploughing into it! 

Suffice to say, our dubious heroes sur- 
vive beyond the first ten minutes and suc- 



ceed in providing a further forty-two 
minutes of repartee and wit. Servalan has 
come to investigate a distress call from the 
Federation’s lost Fifth Legion, whose 
motto is ‘Women, food and inflicting 
pain', but not necessarily in that order. 
Jacqueline Pearce is clearly enjoying her- 
self in this particular episode. Also wor- 
thy of special note is Doran, played with 
psychopathic relish by actor Davyd Har- 
ries. His character is best summed up by 
this early conversation piece with Villa. 

"My problem was always women.’’ 

"Did you like them?” 

"No.” 

The second episode, Deathwatch , 
begins with Tarrant’s brother Deeta 
shooting dead two autograph hunters. 
Well, that isn't strictly true; they also want 
to kill him. They are members of the Van- 
der Confederacy of Planets, who are at 
war with the United Planets of Teal, and 
of whom Deeta Tarrant is first champion. 

The Teal-Vandor Convention has been 
set up to avoid pointless bloodshed by en- 
suring that whenever a war situation 
arises, the conflict is limited to a simple 
duel of two combatants. 

Furthermore, to guarantee that the 
antagonistic populations get their fix of 
blood-letting, the Champions have sen- 
sors in their brains that transmit feelings 
and experiences to anyone who has a 
small receiver disc. These discs are 
colour-coded as to whose life or death you 
want to take part in. . 

Meanwhile the crew of Liberator are 
once again starting to annoy one another, 
and so decide to live out their frustrations 
through the sensor discs, and so get a taste 
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of murder without guilt, and death without 
losj. 

However things go wrong when T arrant 
recognizes his brother as one of the duel- 
lists, and then the rest of the crew recog- 
nize Servalan as the neutral arbiter, whose 
task it is to watch over the contest and en- 
sure fair play! 

This story is written by film-buff Chris 
Boucher, who used the Western Shane as 
his source material. What more can I say 
except buy it. 

Volume 20 

In Terminal , Avon has been receiving 
messages from Blake for the last thirty 
hours, relaying co-ordinates that will lead 
to his whereabouts and enable Avon to 
share in the mysterious treasure Blake 
claims to have discovered. 

Avon, being the shy retiring type, has 
refrained from informing the rest of the 
crew about his errand of mercy, and has 
instead thrown everyone off the bridge at 
gunpoint, telling them that he wants to 
spend some time alone. 

After driving Liberator through a cloud 
that starts to adhere to the hull, Avon dis- 
covers Terminal, an artificial egg-shaped 
planet with a propensity for hostile life 
forms. Avon teleports down and begins a 
journey that will result in the loss of Zen, 
Liberator and eventually Cally. Smile 
your way out of that one, Avon... 

So, here we have a Terry Nation script 
with a difference... it’s good. Originally 
written to wrap up the series as a whole. 
Terminal has an air of foreboding. An at- 
mosphere that isn’t just inherent in the 
story, but in Mary Ridge’s directing too. 
A flawless episode then? 

Alas no. Although a very plausible in- 
sight is given into the Avon-Blake 
relationship, Terry makes no attempt to 
explain why Servalan is on Terminal, ar- 
riving in a battered old ship. Why are there 
no Federation personnel present? And 
why doesn't she suspect anything when 
she boards the Liberator and discovers the 
entire ship festooned with pizza? 

Finally, Rescue. Marooned on Ter- 
minal, things look pretty bleak for our 
psychopathic foursome until Dorian 
comes to the rescue. 

“No good deed goes unpunished,” says 
Avon, and promptly starts to prove it by 
pulling a gun on Dorian and hijacking his 
ship. However there is another side to 
Dorian and later back at Xenon Base 
Avon and crew get to meet it! - 

With the start of Season Four, script- 
editor Chris Boucher had quite a task 
ahead of him. No ship, no weapons, no 
teleport, and a depleted crew! Chris 
however rose to the occasion with style, 


and successfully reworked Oscar Wilde’s 
The Picture of Dorian Gray into fifty-two 
minutes of sheer brilliance. 

What can I say this time? Buy this one 
too! 

Alan Stevens 

THE MAN FROM UNCLE 
Volumes 1-4 
MGM/UA Video 
Price £10.99 
Released: June 15th ’92 

T HE MAN FROM UNCLE (The 
United Network Command for 
Law and Enforcement) was con- 
ceived in 1962, at a time when 
the success of Dr No was responsible for 
generating a craze for the ‘super-spy’. 
Coming to the screen in 1964, the show 
starred Robert Vaughn as the suave 
Napoleon Solo and David McCallum as 
the enigmatic Iliya Kuryakin and these 
two Enforcement agents were sent on 
world-saving missions by the rather ab- 
sent-minded Alexander Waverly (Leo G 
Carroll). 

Volume 1 

Both stories are from the black and 
white first season of the show and al- 
though they are good examples there are 
certainly better Affairs (each mission was 
an ‘Affair’) which deserve an airing. The 
Project Strigas Affair is the show’s ninth 
story, but only the second to feature the 
opening title sequence which most people 
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can remember from these early days — 
the silhouette of the gunman, the shots, 
and the bullet-shattered glass behind 
which Solo stands unharmed: after the 
pilot the opener had featured a spoken in- 
troduction to the show and its characters. 

Strigas concerns an attempt to discredit 
Eastern European Ambassador Kurasov. 
Solo and Kuryakin come up with a plot 
which would look quite at home in Mis- 
sion Impossible (still a couple of years 
away), with bluffs and double-bluffs, 
forged documents, false moustaches and 
fake cyanide pills. Guest starring are Wil- 
liam Shatner and Leonard Nimoy in their 
pre-Trek days. 

The Never-Never Affair, again from the 
first season, is an UNCLE versus 
THRUSH story. As an organization dedi- 
cated to world-mastery, THRUSH was 
generally UNCLE’S main adversary. 
When a list of top THRUSH operatives 
gets into the hands of the ‘enemy’ it is vital 
to get that list back. Mandy Stevenson, a 
bored but bright operative in UNCLE’s 
translation section, unwittingly becomes 
the carrier of the information and is the ob- 
ject of a frantic search in and around the 
streets and buildings of New York. Act II 
consists of that fondly remembered scene 
where a small cinema audience watches a 
war movie while THRUSH and UNCLE 
agents fight their own war in the theatre. 
This episode’s ‘name’ guest star is Cesar 
Romero as THRUSH’s top French agent. 

Volume 2 

The two episodes here both feature the 
eccentric Emory Partridge (George 
Sanders) who has a colourful — if rather 
improbable — past. In The Gazebo in the 
Maze Affair (b\ack and white, first season) 
it is revealed that some time ago UNCLE 
thwarted his unethical plans and now he 
wants revenge. In order to do so he kid- 
naps Iliya using a sneaky trick with an 
umbrella which may have been a real-life 
inspiration to the Bulgarians well over a 
decade later. Manacled to a wall in a dun- 
geon beneath an English country manor- 
house, with only a skeleton for company, 
Iliya is the bait to lure Napoleon and, in 
turn, Mr Waverly, into Partridge’s trap. 

The plot in this story is negligible, but 
the humour and the acting more than make 
up for it. Especially delightful is the dotty, 
naive Mrs Partridge (played by Jeanette 
Nolan) who shows her true nature in the 
torture chamber, where she far out-shines 
her husband in the art of wielding a red hot 
poker! 

The Yukon Affair (colour, second 
season) reprises Sanders’s role as 
Partridge, but now we have his niece Vic- 
toria, who is not nearly as engaging as her 
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Arsenic and Old Lace aunt. Partridge is 
mining Quadrillenium X, the heaviest 
substance ever found, in the chilly wastes 
of the Yukon and plans to sell it to 
THRUSH. Of course, UNCLE cannot 
allow him to do this, and after the usual 
run-around Napoleon and Iliya succeed in 
destroying the stockpiled ore. Although it 
has its humorous moments, and is very 
representative of the season as a whole, it 
lacks the charm of the previous story. 

Volume 3 

UNCLE was never afraid to turn the 
humour in on itself and The Deadly Toys 
Affair is a classic example of this. By now 
— the middle of the second season — Mc- 
Callum had become firmly established as 
a sex-symbol and was greatly over- 
shadowing Robert Vaughn, whereas their 
television characters made Napoleon the 
lady-killer and Iliya generally aloof where 
women were concerned. This irony was 
not lost on the show’s writers, and here 
Iliya’s cover as a hair-dresser makes him 
the darling of women of all ages, while 
Napoleon’s charm does him very little 
good at all, much to his bafflement and in- 
jured pride. The action takes place in a 
special school in Switzerland where 13- 
year-old boy genius Barlett Warshowsky 
is caught in a tug of war between UNCLE, 
his aunt, and THRUSH about his future 
education. Without the aunt, who is an 
ageing actress played outrageously over 
the top by Angela Lansbury, this could 
have been a better story, but it can still be 
savoured for the pieces that feature less 
heavy-handed humour and Napoleon’s 
case of novelty — and deadly — toys. 

The Minus-X Affair is a more ‘serious’ 
second season story. Professor Stimmler, 
in league with THRUSH, has perfected 
the ‘Plus-X’ drug which stimulates Man’s 
five senses to preternatural sharpness. 
These enhanced qualities will enable 
THRUSH to steal the formula for making 
synthetic plutonium [sic!] from a top 
security establishment while its antithesis, 
‘Minus-X’, is administered to the guards 
to make them so dull-witted that they 
won’t notice anything amiss. Strangely, 
the story has more emphasis on the 
THRUSH agents than on the two UNCLE 
agents, but since Robert Vaughn’s main 
role in this is to pretend to have a mental 
age of five, this is just as well! 

Volume 4 

UNCLE’s third season saw the humour 
of the show decline into slapstick, and the 
‘plots’ were such dire nonsense that they 
made most viewers squirm with embar- 
rassment. The Galatea A ffair is one of the 


few exceptions, as the plot is acceptable 
— UNCLE needs to capture THRUSH's 
Treasurer and thus stop corruption in high 
finance circles — and the comedy under- 
played. Joan Collins guest stars in this in 
a dual role as a sophisticated countess and 
a Bronx club entertainer who have to ex- 
change places, and she plays both parts 
with great verve and accomplishment. 

The Come With Me to the Cashah A ffair 
is one of the wince-making stories, albeit 
not the worst of the season, but a good ex- 
ample for masochists who would like to 
be reminded of how low the series could 
sink. The reason for running around the 
casbah is to get hold of a THRUSH code 
book which is disguised as a volume of 
poetry. The villains are no more than a 
crowd of fat, bungling buffoons wearing 
fezes (Tommy Cooper would have been 
more convincing). Although Galatea 
might justify buying the tape it certainly 
doesn’t qualify it as being value for 
money. 

Deanne Holding 

DOCTOR WHO 
30th Anniversary 
Calendar 1993 
Publisher: Vision 
Publications 
Price: £9.99 
Released: May 1992 

I T seems somewhat strange to see 
something celebrating the 30th An- 
niversary of Doctor Who (23rd 
November 1993!) being published 
when we’ re only just halfway through '92. 
Still, at least this gives the calendar the 
kudos of being the first celebratory mer- 
chandise for this anniversary. 

Each month is accompanied by a large 
piece of artwork, some Doctor Who facts 
in amongst the dates, more facts next to 
the artwork and a piece of line artwork by 
Lee Sullivan. On the first page is some 
text to accompany the artwork, with 
pieces about the artists as well. 

Surprisingly, the text, written by David 
J Howe and Stephen James Walker, on the 
artwork’s subjects is wrong in a few 
places; the worst being the piece about the 
Yeti. Also, included is artwork for one of 
the ‘made-up’ Doctor Who book stories 
(Cat's Cradle) and what looks like a 
Dalek comic strip, which, by the way, is 
probably my favourite. No attempt is 
made to indicate that these are not part of 
the programme’s history. 

January shows an interpretation of the 
Voord from Keys of Marinus. Likewise, 
February has an interpretation of the Yeti, 
and March the Silurians. Although these 



are very clever pieces of artwork, they are 
not likenesses from the programme. It 
should have been made clear from the 
start that the calendar is based on Doctor 
Who, and not an illustration of its history. 
May’s artwork is a very clever slant on the 
Wirm as Alien substitutes, but is an inac- 
curate representation of what the Wirm 
were. 

The artwork ranges from the good to the 
awful. The worst are the Sontaran for June 
and the Cheetahs for October, not really 
good enough for publication. 

The order of the prints is unusual, fol- 
lowing the sequence of the Doctors until 
Tom Baker, and then swapping Peter 
Davison and Colin Baker around. No 
doubt there’s some clever reason for this. 

The Who facts are pretty useful, center- 
ing about first and last events in the 
programme’s, and its associated areas’, 
history, but there is no consistency as to 
what appears among the dates and what 
appears in the text by the artwork. We 
have births and deaths — mostly in the 
dates, but Patrick Troughton’s death is 
next to the artwork, and easily missed. 
The only companion actor/actress fact is 
Sophie Aldred’s birthday! It would have 
made the calendar easier to read if Bank 
Holidays had been in a different colour — 
red? — and if there had been more space 
in the individual days. In some cases the 
infor- mation takes up so much space that 
there is no room to write anything. Maybe 
you are meant to do nothing that day apart 
from contemplating the fact you’re given. 

So, nice try, but not what T d call a calen- 
dar to celebrate the programme's thirty 
years. If Vision Publications continue 
along this path I doubt they will be around 
for very long. 

Jan Vincent-Rudzki 
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From Twizzle to Space T999f Doctor Who ISSUE 27 Alien Nation (tv} Flashback Night 
vyrm:1:Genysys Interview of the Screams Blake s 7 Interview Keating 
Nathan-Tumer John- Years tapes; Video Michael-Actor Vifat Doctor Who Interview 

review Hartnell & Troughton Years Jones. Glyn-Actor Writer: Video review 

Moonbase 3 Flashback Behemoth Robinof Robot) Video review Caves of Androzan t 
Sherwood Video review Herne s Son Star Merlin ol Crystal Cave FPCP Rail and 
Cops Video review Complete series Star Merlin: Review t Randall & Hopkirk (Dcsd) 

Trek Book review Renegade Book review Video review Voi 2 Murder Snowballs Ghost 

Triangle Star Trek: The Next Generation Dying: Sapphire and Steel Video review 

Episode Guide Season 4 13-18 FPCP Story 1 iNursery Rhymes). Star TreK.TNG 

Le^acy-Riker holding Yar's sister. Interview Inter v/ewStruycken. Caret-Actor Mr Hommf 
Curry. Dan & Ron Moore-SFX Pt 3 3) Star Trek /nferview Book writers Pt 3 3 Star 

Thunderbirds FPCP Lady Penelope in Trek Animated Series Video review Vois 

manor full cost : Twilight Zone (orig) Book 1,2 Star Trek: The Next Generation Book 
review Visions of The Twilight Zone. review Unification: Episode Guide Season 5 

1-6. FPCP Mr Homn 

ISSUE 21 Abineri. John Interview 

Actor-Doctor Who. Robin Sherwood) Blake s ISSUE 28 Avengers FPCP Emma Peel and 
7 FPCPServalan.'/n/erview Steed m study Interview Clemens Brianf 

Pearce Jacqueline-ActrssServalanf Video Blake s 7. FPCPTarrant. Interview Pacey 
review Eps 1 7-20 Doctor Who Book review Stephen-Actor T arrantt Video review Eps 

Battlefield Interview Hodgson Brian & Dick 29-32 Children of the Stones Video review 

Mills-SndFX Video review Three Doctors Cloaning of Joanna May Feature Doctor 

Video review Masque of Mandragora: Max Who Book review Cat s Cradle 1 T ime's 
Headroom Flashback Channel 4 pilot Robin Crucible Interview Tosh. Donaid-Scnpt Ed on 
of Sherwood FPCP Herne the Huntei Star Time Med . Review Resistance Is Useless 
Trek: The Next Generation Episode Guide Documentary . Review Time Meddler Space 
Season 4: 19-26: FPCPSuddenly 1999 Video review Vols 1.2. Star Trek FPCP 

Human-Picard & Jono Interview Stillwell Where No Man -Kirk & phaser rifle. 

Eric-SciplCo-Ordf Flashback Where No Man Has Gone Beforef 

Interview Book Writers Pt 3 3 Star Trek 

ISSUE 22 Alphacon. the Video Video Animated Series Video review Vols 3 4 Star 

review Fanderson s Space 1999 overview Trek: The Next Generation Boo k 

Chimera FPCP Chad in tree. Interview Spartacus Episode Guide Season 5 7-12 

Gallagher. Stephen-Authorf. Doctor Who 

Book review Timewyrm:2;Exodus. Dominick ISSUE 29 Beauty and the Beast Episode 
Hide Video review Flipside and Another Guide Season 1:1-6: Doctor Who Interview 

Flip Frakes. Jonathan Interview Next Vi/atlina. Deborah- Actress companion Video 

Gen-durmg Season 4 Next G) Hancock. review Logopolis Castrovalva Video review 

Prentis Interview Actor - Doctor Pertwee Years: Girl from Tomorrow Book 

Who Space 9999 Parker Lewis Can t Lose review. Ouatermass 1 FlashbackP art 1 2: 

FPCP Ms Musso and Parker Feature \ Red Red Dwarf 5 FPCP Quarantine -Dr Lanstrom. 

Dwarf 4 Episode Guide Robinof Interview Pennell. Andria-Make upt Red 

Sherwood Video re view Power of Albion to Dwarf 2 Video review Space 1999 Video 
Sheriff of Non Space 1999 interview review Vols 3.4. Star Trek FPCP That Which 

Hancock. Pretis-Actor; Star Trek Book Survives-Losira touching. Feature Computer 

review Legacy: Star Trek: The Next taking control t Star Trek Animated Series 

Generation Book review Boogeymen. FPCP Video review Vols 5-7 Star Trek: The Next 
First Contact-Riker S loving nurse Tripods Generation Interview'll ardaman 
Feature Lost third sason Guy-Actor Merchandise. Video review 

Unification Thunderbirds FPCP Scott in 

ISSUE 23 Alien Nation (tv} Episode Guide Thunderbird 1 (close-up). Interview Pupeteers 
Eps 1-6 Blake s 7 Flashback Power: Video 

review Eps 21 -2 ' Doctor Who Book review ISSUE 30 Ace of Wands FPCP Taiot Luiii & 
Pescatons: FPCPDr6-Cohn Baker: Interview Ozymandias Feature Senes overview] 

Baker. Colm-Actor Dr6 Pt 1 2f: Video review Beauty and the Beast Episode Guide 
Genesis of DaleksSontaran Exp: Video Season 1 7-13. Blake s 7 Interview Greif 

review Deadly Assassin Lost in Space Stephen-Actor T ravis» 1 : Video review Eps 

Video review Eps 1 -6 Randall & Hopkirk 33-36 Champions Video review V olsl .2. 
(Dcsd) Video review Vol 1 Late Doctor Who Book review Cats 

Lamented But What Sweet Star Cops Cradle:2:Warhead; Interview Barry 

Interview Boucher. Chns-Creator Scrpt Ed. Morris-Director). Video review Tomb of the 
Star Trek Jattlestalions: Star Cybermen! Hitch Hikers Guide... Video 

Trek: The Next Generation FPCP Haifa review Ouatermass 1 Flashback Part 2 2: 

Life-Mr Homm & Lwaxana Troi. Inlemew Star Trek • es Of Fire: Star 

Barrett Majel-Actressf Thunderbirds FPCP Trek: The Next Generation Book review 
Lady Penelope in pink suit: Interview Relph. Chains of Command FPCPEnsrgn Ro 
Zena-Costume Designer) Interview Forbes. Michelle-Actrss Ensign Rot 

Truckers Video review 

ISSUE 24 Alien Nation (tv) Episode Guide 

Eps 7-14 Doctor Who Book review Gailifrey ISSUE 31 Beauty and the Beast Episode 
Chronicles. Book review Guide Season 1:14-22: Department S: Video 

Timewyrm 3 Apocalypse, FPCPTrial Time review Vols 1 .2: Doctor Who Review Sea 
Lord(5-8)-Dr & Pen: Interview Baker. Devils. Video review Twin Dilemma. Video 

Colin-Actor Dr6 Pt 2 2) Miles. Peter review Claws of Axos Fireball XL5 Video 

Interview Actor-Doctor Who Blake s 7 reviewVols 4,5: Hitch Hikers Guide... 

Nightmare Man Flashback. Star Trek Book /n/erviewWing-Davey. Mark-Actor Zaphod 
review Star Fleet Technical Manual: FPCP B ): Make-up Interview Wells. Sheelagh-Dr 

Paradise Syndrome-Kirk is stoned: Feature Who. Blake's 7: Nation. Terry Interview Pt 

Parallel Earths) Star Trek: The Next 1 4-Survivors Randall & Hopkirk (Dcsd) 

Generation Book review Q in Law FPCP Video review Vol 3 Never T rust Spirit Moves 
Crusher. Dr Beverly (Season 5): Preview Sapphire and Steel Video review Story 2 

Season 5) Survivors Interview Fleming (Railway Station) Star Trek Book review 
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FPCP Amok Time-Spock trying to relax. 
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25-28. Doctor Who Book rev/ewTerrestnal 
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Jim Interview Visual Effects-HtU h 
Hiker B7 DW t Hitch Hikers Guide... FPCP 
Zaphod Beebiebrox Hitch Hikers Guide. * 
/n/erview Francis Jim-SFXt Space 1999 
Feature Senes overview Star Trek FPCP 
City Edge Forever-Keeler & Kirk. Feature 25 
years of the senes Feature Enterprise 
NCC1701-NCC1701D) Feature City Edge 
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Richard-Archivist (reprint) Postei Plato's 
Step -Behind scenes (A3i Star Trek: The 
Next Generation Bio File Guman. Bio File 
Pulaski Dr Katherine. Bio File O'Brien. Miles. 
Bio File T roi Lwaxana Bio File Q Episode 
Guide Season 1 1-8 (reprint) Episode Guide 
Season 1 9-17 (reprint) Episode Guide 
Season 1 18-25 (reprint). FPCP First 
Contact-Picard & Mirasta Wragg. Peter 
Interview SF X- Doctor Who. Red Dwarl 


ISSUES 1-4 Sold Out Trek: The Next Generation Book review 

Encounter at Farpomt. Intervie w Zi m merm 

ISSUE 5 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) Herman-Designer 
Beauty and the Beast Book review Blake's 
7 Book review Avon A Terrible Aspect: 

Flashback The Way Back lEp 1 1 Doctor 
Who Book review Remem of Daleks. FPCP 
Survival-Ace (green eyes): Interview Barton. 

William- Actor Midge: Postei Power 
Daleks-Dr2 (A3 size) Review Survival! 

Video review War Games Star Trek Book 
review Klingon Gambit FPCP Apple- Vaal & 

Co. Video review Eps 37 38 1 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation Episode Guide Season 2 
6-14: Video review Skin of Evil Neutral Zone: 

Starr s 7 .The Next Degeneration Comic 
Strip 5:Bang': Survivors Interview 
McCulloch. lan-Actor Greg Preston 
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Doctor Who FPCP Power Daleks-Dr2 m 
TARDIS. Feature Dr2 overview) Feature 
Longleat 1990 Exhibition Guide: Video review 
Daiek Invasion Earth: Video review Mind 
Robber Moonbase 3 Flashback Departure & 

Arrival (Ep 1) Quantum Leap FPCPArtwork 
Review First UK showing): Star Trek Book 
review Shadow Lord: Book review Rules of 
Engagement: FPCPJourney to Babel-Sarek 
& Aliens. Video review Eps 39 48! Star Trek: 

The Next Generation Book review 
Metamorphosis: Episode Guide Season 2 
15-22 TV SF Book review Encyclopedia TV 
SF Ultima Zone Comic Strip 1 
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Who FPCP Power Daleks-Dt2 sees danger: 

Feature Power of the Daleksf Interview 
Madoc Philip-Actor. villain: Jupiter Moon 
FPCP Anna Begam & Victoria Frobisher: 

Feature Cast comments | Out of the 
Unknown Flashback Sucker Bait: Star Trek 
Book review Prometheus Design Book review 
Pandora Principle: Video review Eps 49 50: 

Star Trek: The Next Generation Book 
reviewGulliver s Fugitives: Episode Guide 
Season 3 1-5: FPCP Crusher. Dr Beverly 
(Season 3): Feature Sarek & Season 3 
update /ri'/erviewMcFadden. Gates-Actress) 

Ultima Zone Comic Strip 2 

ISSUE 8 £2.50 (USS5) Doctor Who FPCP 
Power Daleks-Dalek creature: FPCP Brain of 
Morbius-Dr & Morbius bust: /nferview Dodd. 

Derek-Set Designer Power) : Video review 
Brain of Morbius f Video review Five 
Doctors): Gerry Anderson Book review 
Complete GA Episode Guide Star Trek 
Book leview Doctor's Orders: Book review 
Spock's World (p b): FPCP Wolf in the Fold: 

Interview Theiss. William Ware-Cost. Des 1. 

Video review Eps 51 52 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation Episode Guide Season 3: 6-12: 

Interview Theiss. William Ware-Cost Des ). 

Tomorrow People Flashback Slaves of 
Jedikiah; Ultima Zone Comic Strip3. 

ISSUE 9 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) 

Blake's 7 FPCP Avon and Cally: Interview 
Darrow. Paul-Actor Avon): Captain Scarlet... 

Book review n 1 : Children of the Stones 

Flashback Pt 1 2 Doctor Who FPCP Attack 
of Cybermen-Cyberman: Feafi/reCybermen) 

/n/ervrewTamm. Mary-Actress companion; 

Star Trek Book review Black Fire: Video 
review Eps 53 54 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation Book review Doomsday World: 

Episode Guide Season 3: 13-19 FPCP 
Measure of Man-Riker & Data's arm: Feature 
Lost first season story: Video review Season 2 
Rental « 1 & sell-thru ). Thunderbirds Book 
revrewCallmg Thunderbirds (»2) 

ISSUE 10 (very short supply) £10 (USS20) 

Children of the Stones Flashback Pt 2 2: 

Doctor Who Book review Mission to 
Magnus; FPCPResurrection Daleks-Dalek: 

Interview Martin. John Scott-Lord Daiek). 

Video review Web Planet Quantum Leap 
Book review The Beginning: Star Trek Book 
review Killing Time: Book review Lost Years: 

Video review Eps 55 56 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation Episode Guide Season 3: 20-26 
Video review Season 2 Rental »2 iO 
Who Emissary) Timeslip (70 s) FPCP 
Russell.' Iris-Actress. Liz's mother. Feature 
Overview interview Pi 12) UFO FPCP 
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ISSUE 13 Blake s 7 FPCP 
Redemptiori-Jenna & Blake. Flashback 
Redemption) Doctor Who Book review 
Curse of Fenric. FPCPBattlefield-Brigpdier 
Feature Lost Moments Pt 2 2; Interview 
Courtney. Nicholas-Actor Brig) Power 
Themes 90 Record Rvw Prisoner Feature 
Overview Red Dwarf Book review Better 
Than Life: Red Dwarf 3 Episode Guide 
Season Star Trek Video review Eps 63 64: 
Star Trek: The Next Generation Book 
review Exiles; FPCPBattle-Picard & Ferengi; 
Feature Ferengi overview (Seasons 1-3)) 
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Feature Avengers Book review Too Many 
Targets Beauty and the Beast Interview 
Acovone. Jay-Actor Joe Maxwell DA 
/n/erview McHattie. Stephen-Actor Gabriel) 
Blake's 7 Interview Croucher. Brian-Actor 
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Flashback Part 2 2) Red Dwarf 4 FPCP 
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overview; Doctor Who FPCP Padbury 
Wendy . /n/erviewTaylor. Geraid-Actor Daiek 
Operator Interview Padbury. Wendy-Actress 
Zoe Lost in Space FPCPDi Smith. FPCP 
Maureen. Judy & Penny Robinson. Interview 
Harris Jonathan-Actor Dr Smith), Mission: 
Inpossible Feature Series overview Out ol 
the Unknown Flashback Machine Stops 
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Wragg. Peter-SFX): Voyage fo Bottom of 
Sea FPCP Explosions by the airlock, 
/n/erview Hedison David) 
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Maze host Richard O Brieniclose-upi Feature 
Recording the shew t Doctor Who FPCP 
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McCoy Sylvester-Actor Dr/ Flash ■ 
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Kirk StarTrek Feature Superb* 
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Series overview: StarTrek Feature Lost 
1970s series Survivors Flashback Fourth 
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ISSUE 16 (short supply) £5 (USS10) 
Avengers Interview Mac nee . Patrick-Actor 
Steed t Beauty and the Beast Book review 
Masques; Doctor Who FPCP Davison Peter 
with Cyberman b hind; Interview Davison. 
Peter-Actor Dr5) Video review Krotons. 

Video review Curse of Fenric (extended). 
Doomwatch Flashback Iron Doctor Star 
Trek Book revrewGhost-Walker. Video 
review Eps 71 72 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation Book review Fortune s Light. 
Episode Guide Season 4: 7-12: FPCP Icarus 
Factor-Klingon: Feature Klingons; Interview 
Frakes. Jonathan-Directmg Offsprng: 
/nferv/ewLauriston, Peter-Video Effects 


ISSUE 17 Blake's 7 Video review Eps 9-12: 
Doctor Who FPCP Rememb Daleks-Ace in 
front of wall: Interview Aldred. Sophie-Actress 
Ace): Video review Planet of Spiders Video 
review City of Death; Space 1999 Episode 
Guide Season 1. Eps 1-8 StarTrek Book 
review Mutiny on the Enterprise: Video review 
Eps 73 74 Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Book review Contamination FPCP Menage a 
Troi-Lwaxana Troi: Fea/ure Romulans: 

/rr/er view Sackett. Susan-Writr Menage. Troi) 
Thunderbirds Video review Vol 15 (Path 
Destrucln Alias Mr Hi Time Machine 
Flashback 1949 BBC play Tripods FPCP 
Will in environment suit: Feature Series 
overview) 

ISSUE 18 Beauty and the Beast Book 
review Song of Orpheus Blake's 7 Video 
rev/ewEps 13-16 Boucher. Chris Interview 
Blake's 7. Doctor Who-Pt 1 2 Doctor Who 
Feature New book series-Timewyrm; Poster 
Five Doctors-fun at photocall Doomwatch 
Video review Plastic Rat Red Sky Killed T 
Wren. Space 1999 Episode Guide Season 1 
Eps 9- 1 6. Star Cops FPCP Astronaut on 
Mars: Flashback Little Green Men & Other 
Martians) Star Trek Book review Flag Full of 
Stars Book review Crisis qn Centaurus; Book 
review Prime Directive: Video review Eps 
75 76: Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Feature Conspirgcy-BBC cuts!. Interview 
Curry. Dan & Ron Moore-SFX Pt 1 3t 

ISSUE 19 Blake s 7 Book review Technical 
Manual: /nfervrewTuddenham, Peter-Voice 
Zen/Oiac Doctor Who FPCP Celestial 
Toymaker-Steven & Dodo. Flashback Mission 
to the Unknown; Interview Lane 
Jackie- Actress. Dodo): Joe 90 Video review 
Vol 7: Robin of Sherwood Video review 
Greatest Enemy Space 1999 Episode Guide 
Season 1: Eps 17-24 StarTrek Video review 
Eps 77 79 Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Book review Vendetta: FPCP Filming model 
of Enterprise: Inteiview Curry. Dan & Ron 
Moore-SFX Pt 2 3) Twin Peaks Feature 
Series overview) V Video review Mini-series 
release. 


ISSUE 1 1 £2.50 (USS5) Doctor Who 

Feature Recording BSB Weekend Links ) : 
Video review Dominators Quantum Leap 
Book review Ghost and the Gumshoe. Red 
Dwarf 1 Episode Guide Season Robinof 
Sherwood FPCP Praed. Michael Flashback 
Swords of Wayland) Star Trek: Book review 
Tears of the Singers: Book renew Pawns and 
Symbols. Video review Eps 57 60. Star Trek: 
The Next Generation Book review Eyes of 
the Beholders Interview De Lancie. 
John-Actor O: Poster Artwork of Enterprise 
(A3sizel: Timeslip (70 s) Feature 
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Doctor Who Book review 
Timewyrm :4: Revelation. Interview Hines. 
Frazer-Actor Jamie Myth Makers Video 
review Sophie Aldred Red Dwarf 5 Interview 
Writers and director). Poster Craig Charles 
and Danny John-Jules. Robin of Sherwood 
FPCP Marion and Much in forest. Feature 
Series overview: SFX /n/erviewWilkie 
Bernard Pt 2 2 Q mass & Who Saint Video 
review House Dragon s Rock Salem. 
Pamela interview Actress-Dr Who Into the 
Labyrinth: Star Trek Book review Star Trek 
eps (by Mr & Mrs Blish): FPCP 
Court-Martial-Commodore Stone. Feature 
Starship captains Interview Book writers Pt 
1 3 Star Trek: The Next Generation Book 
review Perchance to Dream FPCPMeasure 
of a Man-Captam Louvois Thunderbirds 
Book review Yes. M Lady (by Sylvia 
Anderson). FPCP Tracy. Alan in film dream 
seq: /n/erviewZimmermann. Matt-voice Alan 
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Doctor Who Book review Ghost Light. Book 
review Survival: FPCP Aik in Space-Dr 4 with 
yo-yo. Feature Lost Moments-Pt 12): 
/u/erviewShaban. Neil-Aclor Sil Flash FPCP 
Flash. The Featuie Series preview f Red 
Dwarf 2 Episode Guide Season Space 
1999 FPCP Earthbound-Kaldorian ship in 
dock. Flashback Earthbound). Star Trek 
Book review Enemy Unseen Book review 
Mmdshadow; Video review Eps 61 62; Star 
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The old naval station, and the entrance to the Time bubble >>M«e ire 


| Episode One 

A ruined naval base in St Oswald. The 
sign reads ‘Ministry of Defence. Keep 
out’. Sarah, a backward girl, Sarah is 
drawn by a screeching noise. The local 
drunk, Arthur Griffiths, watches on. Sarah 
is repelled by an invisible barrier. She fol- 
lows it to a gap between two concrete 
posts, walks between them and disap- 
pears... 

Later Arthur tells the disbelieving land- 
lord George Bradley his story over the bar 
at the local inn. A man called Traynor lis- 
tens on with interest. Traynor enters the 
lounge, and finds a resident, Jean Skinner, 
asleep in the armchair. Jean, her husband 
Frank and daughter Liz are on holiday in 
St Oswald with Simon Randall, whose 
mother has recently died. Mrs Skinner 
tells Traynor of their plan to leave; her 
family are uneasy in the village, which 
Frank knows well from his war days. 

Liz and her father prepare their gypsy 
caravan, but the young girl is not im- 
pressed by the bookish Simon. 

Traynor wanders around the ruined 
naval base. He examines a broken section 
of skirting board in one of the rooms... 

Opposite page: Simon and Liz, about 
to set off on their adventures 


Later, Liz and Simon are playing at the 
base. They hear the screeching sound, and 
Liz walks to the invisible barrier. They 
follow the barrier to the gap between the 
concrete posts, and vanish. 

Traynor asks Frank about his war days 
in St Oswald. Frank reveals: “The last 


time I was here, during the war, something 
happened but I can’t remember a blind 
thing about it.” 

It is night. Liz and Simon are on the 
other side of the concrete posts, which are 
part of a large wire fence. But Liz dis- 
covers that if she steps back onto the other 


Arthur tells landlord George Bradley about the disappearance of Sarah, while 
Traynor listens with great interest 





fantasy flasfi6ack^ 



Jean Skinner, in touch with her daughter through Time 


side, it is still daylight, and the base is 
ruined... They hide as a group of German 
soldiers march past into the night, but are 
then found by a young British naval 
rating. He takes them prisoner, and ac- 
cuses them of cutting the hole in the fence. 

1970 — Jean and Frank are worried 
about Liz and Simon’s disappearance. 
Suddenly Jean hears a screeching sound 
in her head. 

1940 — Liz and Simon are taken inside 
the working naval base, where top secret 
radar equipment is being used. The young 
rating introduces them to the Commander 
— Traynor! It is the same man the 
children have already met, albeit thirty 
years younger. Traynor is perturbed that 
the two know his name. 

1970 — Jean Skinner is talking German 
in her sleep. But she does not know the 
language... 

1940 — Simon tries to tell Traynor 
about the German soldiers, but his story is 
mocked. 

The Germans knock out the base’s 
guards. 

Traynor tells the children he is going to 
hand them over to the police. Liz is tear- 
ful, and the rating comforts her. He asks 
her name, and is amazed they have the 
same surname; he is called Frank Skinner! 

Episode Two 

Frank reveals he was bom in 1923, the 
same year as Liz’s father. There is another 
child in the newly built naval base, Sarah. 
Simon realizes they are now in 1940 — 
the invisible barrier they have walked 
through must separate the two times. 

The Germans take control of the radar 
room, holding the operators at gunpoint. 
Traynor is able to escape, removing top 
secret papers, which he hides behind a 
sliding section of skirting board. He in- 
structs Skinner to dismantle some ex- 
perimental equipment that is held behind 
a secret panel in the wall. At that moment 
the invaders enter. Kapitan Helmut Gott- 
fried of the Luftwaffe introduces himself. 
Traynor tries to convince him that the base 
is merely a records depot, but the Germans 
have information that it is a research 
centre. 

1970 — Traynor discusses the disap- 
pearance of Liz and Simon with the Skin- 
ners. Traynor has a bizarre theory; that in 
areas where there has been a release of 
energy, the Past may still exist. Young 
children could be sensitive to such ‘Time 
bubbles’ and Traynor believes that Liz's 
close emotional bond with her father has 
made it possible for her to come into con- 
tact with his past conflicts. 

1940 — While under guard, Traynor 
again asks Simon how he and Liz gained 


entry to the base, but the boy is only able 
to say that they fell through a hole in the 
fence. However, he reveals too great a 
knowledge of radar, an invention that in 
1940 is still in its infancy... 

Frank is sent on an errand to bring cof- 
fee for the Germans, and seizes his chance 
to carry out Traynor’ s orders. He releases 
the hidden switch above a noticeboard and 
discovers the secret compartment. He 
begins to dismantle the device inside, but 
it is still activated and he is hit by a bright 
flash. Frank remains conscious long 
enough to leave the room and close the 
panel. He then collapses. 

Liz looks out of the recreation room 
window, and is amazed to see the 1970 
versions of Commander Traynor and her 
father in the distance. She cries out to 
them, but they are unable to hear her. 

Episode Three 

The Germans pull Liz back, and as she 
is led away she notices the comatose form 
of the young Frank. He is moved into the 
mess room, while Liz is left to organize 
some food for them. 

Gottfried finds Simon interfering with 
the radar system, and is mystified by how 
much the boy knows. He seeks his help in 
explaining the equipment. 

1970 — Frank refutes Traynor’s Time 
travel theories, but suddenly falls to the 
ground p he feels a sharp pain in his head, 
as though he had just seen a bright light... 
He remembers seeing a blinding flash in 
1940, and Traynor tells him he must as- 
certain if Frank completed the job that was 
set for him when the Germans invaded the 
base. 


1940 — Simon talks to Liz as she cooks 
pilchards, and tells her they must stage an 
escape quickly, back through the hole in 
the fence. He is in danger of giving the 
Germans too much information about 
radar. 

Liz delivers the food to the mess room 
where Traynor and Frank are held captive. 
Traynor asks her to distract the guard’s at- 
tention, which she does by pouring the 
dinner over him. The Commander asks 
Frank if he completed his orders, but gets 
no sensible reply. Gottfried enters and in- 
vites Traynor to share dinner in his office. 

1970 — Jean is resting. She sees an 
image of Liz in the past, nursing Frank. 

Later, Jean tells Traynor of her vision. 
She is starting to believe his theory of 
Time travel, but is worried that the 
children are in danger. Traynor refutes 
this; “The Past can’t actually exist again, 
except in the sense that the energy has 
been released and does remain. So people 
who... are sensitive to the effects of that 
energy are not so much actually there in 
the Past as undergoing a kind of hallucina- 
tion.” Jean asks him how they can get the 
children out of the Time bubble. Traynor 
replies, “What would you suggest?” 

1940 — Gottfried and Traynor finish 
their meal. The German has been an ad- 
mirer of Traynor’s work, and actually 
wrote him a letter in 1937 to discuss his 
theories. Traynor is flattered, but is unable 
to talk in any depth because of their cur- 
rent position as enemies. A soldier brings 
the German captain a message; they most 
leave soon. He demands to know what the 
real work at the base is, but Traynor does 
not answer. 

Simon sets his escape plan in motion. 
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Episode Four 


Sarah plays her part in the children’s escape 


1 940 — Gottfried stops Graz. Liz breaks 
free of the fence and escapes through the 
Time barrier. Gottfried decides to send a 
signal to the village, so the children can be 
intercepted by their local spy. 

Simon is placed under guard with 
Traynor; the Commander is delighted to 
hear that Liz and Sarah have escaped. He 
is also intrigued by the signalling between 
the base and the village. 

1970 — As she leads Sarah back to the 
inn, Liz tells her they must keep the Time 
barrier a secret — the adults would never 
believe them. Jean and Frank are over- 
joyed to see their daughter, but Traynor 
does not believe their excuse that they 
were lost on the moors. 

1940 — Frank has revived, but he has 
total amnesia. Gottfried orders that he and 


Simon undertake some duties for him, and 
leaves them to dismantle the radar equip- 
ment. 

1970 — Liz discusses the Time bubble 
with her mother, and the events in 1940. 
Jean explains that whatever happened to 
Frank has left him maimed and it has made 
things rather difficult for them. Traynor 
wants to know when Liz is going back. 

1940 — While working on the radar, 
Frank begins staring at the notice board, 
and Simon finds the release mechanism. 
The rating feels that he should destroy the 


device inside; turning off the power he 
rips it apart. Simon finds a large ruby 
among the components. They close the 
compartment, and Frank collapses again. 

1970 — Traynor tells Frank that he is 
confident the Germans didn't find the hid- 
den device, but he is concerned that Gott- 
fried could have seen the hidden plans. If 
he did, then it could have a major impact 
on the current arms race, as Gottfried was 
later captured by the Russians, and may 
be working with them. The work that was 
being undertaken in 1 940 is now being ex- 
amined again by today’s scientists... Liz 
says she wants to go back. 

1940 — As time runs out, Gottfried asks 
T ray nor once again the true purpose of the 
base, but the Commander will not tell him. 
Gottfried instructs Graz to torture him. 
After a short time, he tells Graz to stop — 
Gottfried does not have the stomach for 
violence. He pleads with Traynor, saying 
that this could end the war. Gottfried op- 
poses Hitler, and with this scientific ad- 
vancement the Nazi government could be 
overthrown and the fighting would cease. 
Traynor replies, “I feel sorry for you. 
You’re just an inoffensive old boffin... a 
dreamer. The realities of war are a bit too 
tough for you.” After Traynor is led out, 
Gottfried notices the gap in the skirting 
board... 

1970 — Jean, Frank and Traynor take 
Liz back to the ruined naval base. The 
young girl prepares to pass through the 
barrier, but becomes distraught — it has 
vanished... 

Richard Houldsworth 

(We conclude this Fantasy Flashback in 
next month 's TV Zone.) 


The worried father, Frank Skinner 


telling Gottfried that Sarah saw one of the 
ratings burying secret equipment near the 
fence. He leads the three children outside. 
They check near the perimeter fence and 
Sarah, playing her part in the escape, 
points to some rocks as the burial place. 
As Simon helps Gottfried and the guard, 
Liz and Sarah edge towards the Time bar- 
rier. 

1970 — Jean is asleep. She can see the 
events back in 1940, as Liz ushers Sarah 
through the gap in the fence... 

1940 — Sarah escapes, but Liz’s 
sweater becomes entangled on a wire. 
Graz notices her, and lifts his arm to bring 
down in a violent blow to her head. 

1970 — Jean screams out, “Liz!” 
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DAVID JACKSON 



First Impressions 

“I read the first four scripts and thought 
they were pretty good, except that in one 
of the original ones, Gan’s wife and two 
children had been killed, and they 
changed it to ‘Gan’s woman’ ! I thought it 
was a shame, because it piles on the agony 
a bit more if it was his wife and two 
children that were killed, and he had gone 
mad or berserk and they put the limiter in 
his head. That seemed to be a viable 
proposition, but in this case, it was ‘my 
woman', a bit of John Wayne and Susan 
Hayward in The Conquerer — ‘You are 
much woman!’ I think from very early on, 
Michael [Vila] Keating decided to call 
him Olag C Gan. He decided it sounded 
like an American-type name, so he would 


The Gentle Giant 


/ / I wasn’t too displeased about leav- 
® *ing the show,” says actor David 
Jackson, talking about his role in 
the Science Fiction series Blake’s 
7. Jackson is referring to the demise of the 
character Gan, who was often under-util- 
ized, and was eventually killed off mid- 
way through the second series, ‘it’s 
difficult if you're in a series and the people 
can’t write for you,” he continues. “I’ve 
never liked being in anything for too long 
anyway.” 

Jackson joined the cast of Blake’s 7 
after being contacted by then-producer 
David Maloney. “I was directed a few 
times by David, and I knew him from a 
long way back. I met him when they were 
first starting to get the thing going, and I 
was directing one show while acting in 
another at a little fringe theatre, and in- 
vited him along. It was one of those shows 
where everybody had glasses of wine on 
the first night and we had a bit of fun. A 
year or so later, I was doing a play at the 
Royal Court Theatre, which was all in 
Russian, until I died and came back as a 
ghost, and then I spoke cockney. 
Anyway, I told him to come and see it, and 
I met [director] Vere Lorrimer at the same 
time, so when they were looking for some- 
body big who was able to fall all about the 
stage, they thought of me. I met [script 
editor] Chris Boucher, and they said what 
a good idea I was for Gan, and that was 
it.” 


have to have an initial, like George 
C Scott.” 

Like many of the other cast members, 
Jackson created a fictitious background 
for his character, one which would hope- 
fully add depth to the part. “1 had all sorts 
of ideas about him, like that his wife was 
a bit of a witch, who was dealing in po- 
tions from outside planets and things like 
that. We had a whole subtext going of all 
our characters, because we discussed 
them among ourselves. I said I’d like to 
think it was still his wife and two kids in 
the back of my head, even though in the 
script it was his woman. I had hoped it 
would all go in the same direction as 


episode three, which 1 thought was a very 
good one for me.” 

Missing Out 

Ironically, although Jackson had been 
cast at the very beginning of the series, he 
didn’t appear in the first episode. The Way 
Back. “I offered to appear in the first one 
for nothing, because I thought it would be 
nice to be in the first episode. I said I could 
just come along for the day, but David 
said, ‘No, we’ll get into all sorts of hassles 
with that because of Equity rules, and be- 


David Jackson 
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Although Gan was part of Blake’s 7 he was a bit of an outsider R,oto©BBcv,deo 


cause you're known from another 
television series. They ' 11 see your face and 
it will get in the way’ . It was a fair point.” 

To Jackson’s disappointment, the 
character of Gan quickly became the 
“gentle giant” of the group, with little to 


do in some episodes, and even less to say. 
“I had hoped after reading the first four 
scripts that they would remove the limiter, 
because in one of the scripts he says some- 
thing like T have to go along with what 
Blake says because I want to live’. I 


thought that if they took the limiter out of 
his head, he'd make a useful fighting 
force. There was an episode [Breakdown] 
where he goes mad and they were going 
to take the limiter out. Originally they 
were going to have a story in which two 
Gans were fighting each other after 
another Gan suddenly came up, but Vere 
didn't like that idea. Instead we got Break- 
down, where he goes mad because the 
limiter is pressing on his brain, and we 
have to take the limiter out. In the end, 
they just eased it, and it was still there.” 

Nothing To Do 

Did any of the Blake’s 7 directors try to 
give Gan more to do? “Vere Lorrimer was 
wonderful, because he said, ‘You have 
nothing to do here, we’ll give you a scene 
where you plant a bomb or knock out a 
guard, or something like that’. They were 
quite good in that they put in bits of action 
for me. 1 think that the problem is that 
when you're used to playing people with 
lots of chat, when you come into rehears- 
als and you don’t have much chat to do, 
you sort of get... ‘bored’ isn’t the right 
word. You start filling up your day with 
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Editorial 


This issue sees a Fantasy Flashback on Time- 
slip begin. This takes us into our Summer 
Special which will have the main theme of Time 
travel. Programmes featured will include Doctor 
Who, of course. Star Trek. Sapphire and 
Steel, The Avengers, a Quantum Leap Seasons 
1 and 2 episode guide and many, many others. 
Time does play the strangest of tricks. Back in 
the Seventies I watched some of the Doctor 
Who story Shada being recorded. Now, in the 
Nineties, I can see it again, as a video is about to 
be released with Tom Baker linking the recorded 
parts of that story. This must one of the longest 
BBCtv productions ever. 

The Special will be published on 16 Ih July and 
the next issue will be out on 30 th July. 

Jan Vincent-Rudzki 
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Gan at his station on the Liberator Photo© BBC Video 


crossword puzzles, and chatting with 
people coming in. Anyway, it's such a 
long time ago, and it’ s not worth consider- 
ing now. A lot of water has gone under the 
bridge.” 

By the time Blake’s 7 reached its second 
season, the decision was made to kill off 
one of the major characters, giving the 
series a new and unpredictable edge. Al- 
though creator Terry Nation had alleged- 
ly pushed for the death of Vila, David 
Maloney decided that it was Gan who 
should get the axe. When was Jackson in- 
formed of his character’s imminent 
demise? “I knew before we started the 
second series. After we’d finished the first 
season, 1 went straight into some episodes 
of Z-Cars, I did some radio, and then 1 
went up to the Lake District to make a sort 
of Horror film about some guys who break 
out of a lunatic asylum. Anyway, I came 
back from there, and I think from the end 
of the first season of Blake’s 7 until the 
second, I had only a couple of weeks off. 
I came back to London, and David said, 
‘Can I have a chat with you? We’re going 
to kill off one of the characters, and we 
thought Gan was the best to go. And I said, 
‘Okay’.” 

The Death of Gan 

Jackson quickly adds that the death of 
Gan was not as traumatic to him as people 
might think. “We had done 1 3 episodes of 
the series, and while he had the limiter in 
his head, there was nowhere for him to go. 
If you’ve got an action show, you’ve got 
to have an action character.” 

As for Gan’s big death scene, Jackson 
reveals that it was fellow actor Brian 
Blessed (who appeared in the first season 
episode Cygnus Alpha) who explained to 
him the importance of a memorable exit. 
“He said, ‘I hear you’re leaving’, and I 
said, ‘Yes’. He then said, ‘Are you going 
to have a good death scene?’, and I said I 
didn’t know, so he said, ‘Well, in a death 
scene, you've got to drag it out, so there’s 
not a dry eye in the house’. I said, ‘Well. 
I'll just do as I’m told’. We did the death 
scene which was where a big door comes 
down and crushes me, and they just had to 
finish the thing by ten o'clock. We had 
something like three minutes to do the 
death scene, so we did it. We couldn’t go 
into overtime, we couldn’t get another 
studio day; it just had to be finished by ten 
o’clock and that was it.” 

After Blake’s 7, Jackson went off to 
Baghdad to do a film, but returned to find 
things rather quiet. To keep himself busy, 
he put together a music hall act, doing 
Victorian monologues while slowly get- 
ting work in television and radio again. 
Eventually, he was offered the part of 


Lazat Wolf in Fiddler on the Roof, which 
he played for a little less than a year. He 
also appeared in the critically acclaimed 
drama Edge of Darkness (recently 
repeated on BBC2), playing the head of 
the NATO forces. “It was very good,” 
confirms Jackson. “It won a battery of 
awards, and it had a good script, very 
tight. We had a special viewing of it. and 
seeing it on the big screen, the audience 
was glued to their seats from eleven 
o’clock in the morning until six at night.” 

The Phantom of the 
Opera 

During the mid 1980s, Jackson kept 
himself busy with television and music 
halls as well as having a new son who oc- 
cupied a good deal of his time. He was 
doing some television work in 
Manchester when he was contacted by the 
producers of Phantom of the Opera, 
which was just starting rehearsal. “They 
were looking for someone to play Mon- 
sieur Lefevre and they rang up and said, 
‘Hal Prince would like to see you’. I said, 
‘I’m sorry but I’m filming; I can’t see 
you’, so they saw a few more people, and 
when I came back to London they con- 
tacted me again as they weren’t happy 
with the other people they’d seen. 1 went 
along and read for them, and was asked if 


I could start that afternoon. It was pretty 
much the same size performance that I had 
in Fiddler; he’s loud, a coward and a bully 
and all that, and they said they also wanted 
me to understudy another part and also 
throw in the Chief of the Fire Brigade for 
good measure, just to keep me in the 
theatre during the second half. It was a 
very easy show, very nice people, good 
costumes and I helped the operatic singers 
out in the wings when they were bellow- 
ing their off-stage choruses.” 

Did Jackson find a sense of prestige, 
being associated with a West End produc- 
tion like Phantom ? “Well, there is always 
that. We got tears in our eyes when we 
first saw the effects, and saw the scenery 
and costumes coming in.” 

After leaving Phantom, Jackson went 
back to television. As for the future, he is 
keeping an open mind. “I’m happy to go 
from one thing to another,” he states. “I 
don't want to be nailed down for too long. 
I think it's very bad to get stuck in a rut of 
any kind. If someone said to me, ‘You’re 
going to play Hamlet for the next ten 
years’, I'd say, ‘Aaagh!’ That’s why 
doing a music hall, or being asked to direct 
a play is fun. I think that’s what it’s all 
about, because if it isn’t fun, you might as 
well be earning a decent living as a bank 
teller or an accountant.” 

Joe Nazzaro 
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I El 3 The Masterpiece 
Society 


Story by James Kahn & 

Adam Belanoff 

Teleplay Adam Belanoff & 

Michael Piller 

Director Winrich Kolbe 

Music Jay Chattaway 


Aaron Conor (John Snyder), Hannah 
Bates (Dey Young), Marcus Benbeck(Ron 
Canada), Ensign (Sheila Franklin) 

The Enterprise crew discover a human 
culture untainted by outsiders. Years of 
genetic inbreeding have created the ul- 
timate utopian lifestyle, where each mem- 
ber of society is essential to the continued 
existence. However, both Deanna and 
Geordi find their presence affects the 
society more than they think... 

| El 4 Conundrum 


Story by Paul Schiffer 

Teleplay Barry M Schkolnick 

Director Les Landau 

Music Dennis McCarthy 


Ensign Ro (Michelle Forbes), Kristin 
(Liz Vassey), Mac Duff (Erich Anderson), 


Crewman (Erick Weiss), Computer Voice 
(Majel Barrett) 

A strange probe goes through the 
Enterprise, wiping the memories clean of 
everyone aboard, including Data. When 
the crew recover, they do not know who 
they are, but the computers indicate they 
are in the middle of a covert mission 
during wartime. As Worf takes command, 
Ro and Riker discover each other and 
Picard gains a new Number One. Then 
they enter the designated attack zone! 

| El 5 Power Play 


Story by Paul Reuben & 

Maurice Hurley 

Teleplay Rene Balcer and 

.... Herbert J Wright & Brannon Braga 

Director David Livingstone 

Music Jay Chattaway 


Chief O Brien ( Cohn Meaney), Keiko 
(Rosalind Chao), Ensign Ro (Michelle 
Forbes), Transporter Technician (Ryan 
Reid), Computer Voice (Majel Barrett ) 

A message, possibly from a lost starship, 
takes an Away Team to the surface of a 
moon. They are attacked and possessed by 
the apparent spirits of the dead crew who 
only wish to return home. However when 
‘Data’, ‘Troi’ and 'O'Brien' begin a siege 
in Ten Forward, Picard suspects the mo- 
tive of these ‘spirits’. 

| El 6 Ethics 


Story by Sara Charno & 

Stuart Charno 

Teleplay Ronald D Moore 

Director Chip Chalmers 

Music Dennis McCarthy 


Alexander (Brian Bonsall), Nurse 
Ogawa (Patti Yasutake), Doctor Russell 
(Caroline Kara) 

Worf is permanently crippled in an ac- 
cident. He believes his life is over and asks 
Riker to help him commit suicide. Doctor 
Russell has developed a possible solution 
to W ort" s problem, but it has not been suc- 
cessfully tried out. Crusher is unwilling to 
risk Worf’s life, but Russell believes the 
possible benefits outweigh the dangers. 

| El 7 The Outcast 


Teleplay Jeri Taylor 

Director Robert Scheerer 

Music Jay Chattaway 


Soren (Melinda Culea), Krite (Calkm 
White), Noor (Megan Cole ) 

Riker falls for a member of an androgy- 
nous race, who confesses to being abnor- 
mal — it feels female! As their illegal 
relationship blossoms, so 'her' people 
react badly and put ‘her’ on trial. She is to 
undergo psychotectic therapy to remove 
these abnormal feelings! 

| El 8 Cause and Effect 


Teleplay Brannon Braga 

Director Jonathan Frakes 

Music Dennis McCarthy 


Ensign Ro (Michelle Forbes), Nurse 
Ogawa ( Patti Yasutake), Captain Bateson 
( Kelsey Crammer) 

The Enterprise is in a desperate situa- 
tion, a ship is coming out of a Space warp, 
ready to crash into them. Every effort is 
taken to avoid collision, but to no avail 
and both ships are totally destroyed, with 
no survivors. Meanwhile, Crusher, Worf, 
Data and Riker play poker. And then the 
Enterprise blows up... 

| El 9 The First Duty 


Teleplay Ronald D Moore & 

Naren Shankar 

Director Paul Lynch 

Music Jay Chattaway 


Wesley Crusher (Wi I Wheaton), Booth- 
by (Ray Walston), Nicholas Locarno 
( Robert Duncan McNeill ), Lt Commander 
Albert (Ed Tauter), Admiral Brand (Jac- 
queline Brookes), Captain Sate Ik 
( Richard Fancy), Hajar ( Walker Brandt ), 
Sito (Shannon Fill), Cadet (Richard 
Rothenberg ) 

An accident near Saturn has cost the life 
of one of Wesley’s friends as his squadron 
rehearse a display on Graduation Day. 
The enquiry begins to uncover some star- 
tling truths and Picard and Doctor Crusher 
learn that Wesley is not the shining para- 
gon of virtue they previously believed. 

Mark Chappell 


The Outcast Riker conducts a dangerous Mason’ 
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STARBURST is Britain’s premier 
Science Fiction magazine. Since 
1 976 STARBURST has been giving 
the latest news, insights, and movie 
previews. There are in-depth inter- 
views with big name stars, as well 
as writers, directors and technical 
people who make Science Fiction a 
reality on large and small screens. 
STARBURST turns the spotlight on 
radio, stage productions, comics, 
books and also keeps you up to date 
with the ever increasing number of 
Science Fiction video releases. 
Apart from placing a regular order 
with your local newsagent there is 
one other way to make sure you 
never miss out on STARBURST 
and that is by subscribing... 
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Compiled by Dominic May, 
Stuart Clark and Edwin Yatt 


Space Police 

Gerry Anderson’s Project X 
(reported last issue) and the long- 
awaited Space Police are one 
and the same. The BBC's Peter 
Cregeen has commissioned Men- 
torn Films to produce 13 epi- 
sodes early next year, at an 
estimated cost of £10 million, 
for potential transmission the fol- 
lowing Autumn. The series' 
script editor is Phil Morrow. 
Gavin Scott and Paul Mayhew 
Archer are writing the first 
episode. Executive producer is 
Christopher Morahan. The series 
will combine live action with 
models and state of the art spe- 
cial effects, but Anderson, now 
63, (credited as creative 
producer) says, “It will look like 
live action throughout. The idea 
is that a NYPD officer is posted 
to Space to work with an alien 
police force. It is like Hill Street 
Blues in Space". Mentorn MD 
Tom Gutteridge says, “It has 
been offered to many broad- 
casters around the world for pre- 
sale. and so far none have said 
no". 

The on-off status of Space 
Police has been influenced to a 
great extent by Anderson's 
desire to make an adult pro- 
gramme and the BBC's attempts 
to make him steer the content 
towards a children's audience, 
but the mixed audience profile 
of the recent Thunderbirds 
repeats has apparently con- 
vinced the BBC that an adult 
audience for the new series can 
be achieved. 

CBBC 

Coming this Autumn to 
Children’s BBC is Space Vets, 
a 1 2 part comedy-drama, set on 
a spaceship, about intergalactic 
veterinary surgeons. Lyndon 
Kirk plays Captain K Pubble 
with Ann Bryson (Six Thir- 
tysomething/Philadelphia 
cheese adverts) as the com- 
munications officer. There is 
also a dog puppet character. Be- 
hind the scenes staff include 
designer David Lasky and visual 


effects veteran Mat Irvine. 

A second series of comedy 
thriller Watt on Earth, about 
the shape-changing alien, is cur- 
rently in production and comes 
from ex-Doctor Who writers 
Pip and Jane Baker. Like the 
first series, which has been en- 
joying a rerun on BBC1, it will 
be shown in 1 2 parts twice week- 
ly in the Autumn. 

The Return of the Psammead. 
the sequel to Five Children and 
It. which has been written by 
Helen Cresswell, is now in 
production with Marilyn Fox 
producing/directing. And a 
serial titled Time of Terror will 
be directed by Colin Cant in Sep- 
tember and is almost certainly to 
be in a Fantasy vein. 

BBC 

Producer Choice, the BBC pric- 
ing initiative intended to enable 
each area within the corporation 
to identify its true costs. Prog- 
rammes held by the BBC's Film 
and Videotape Library are 
viewed free of charge by BBC 
Enterprises for evaluation. 

When Producer Choice comes in 
during 1993, each BBC depart- 
ment will be trading with its 
own pricing structure, so 
Enterprises will have to pay for 
programmes viewed. This could 
lead to fewer evaluated releases, 
or the increased costs might be 
passed on to the consumer. 
Several Doctor Who merchan- 
disers have been requested to 
renegotiate their licenses in Sep- 
tember with BBC Enterprises 
and a ‘third party'. The implica- 
tion of this is not yet clear. 

BBC Select has finally begun 
transmission with nursing 
programming on BBC2 during 
'down-time'. No progress on the 
Fantasy service! 

The restored colour version of 
the Jon Pertwee Doctor Who 
story The Daemons, a project 
financed by BBC2’s The Late 
Show, has been completed. 
Results are said to be very im- 
pressive. The story may be trans- 
mitted in the not too far future. 

Tomorrow 

The new pilot for The Tomor- 
row People has been withdrawn 
from the ITV schedule, to 
enable Thames to make a six- 
part series, which will be shown 
in late 1992 or early 1993. ITV 
had actually positioned the pilot 
for a 4.30 pm 4 th September 
screening before the series was 
given the go ahead. The 


revamped format features Kris- 
tian Schmid as an Australian 
teenager, who will be joined by 
an American girl and a British 
boy. 

Thames continues to develop its 
programming plans for the joint 
venture satellite channel it will 
operate with BBC Enterprises. 

Exhibition 

The Doctor Who exhibition at 
the Paisley Arts Centre is to 
move on 1 8 m July to the Ex- 
ploratory in Bristol, next to Bris- 
tol Temple Meads Station. 
Doctor Who events at the Need- 
les Pleasure Park on the Isle of 
Wight should be announced 
shortly. A two day event, which 
Tom and Colin Baker are ex- 
pected to attend, will take place 
on 1 4 th / 15 th November at the 
University of Kent's Gulbenkian 
Theatre in Canterbury. 

Videos 

BBC Video's 1993 provisional 
Doctor Who releases are as fol- 
lows: The Reign of Terror 
(episodes I, 2, 3, & 6: linking 
narration by Carole Ann Ford), 
The Tenth Planet (1,2,3: nar- 
rator unconfirmed). Invasion 
(2,3,5-8: narrator, Nicholas 
Courtney); three ‘era’ tapes 
covering Peter Davision, Colin 
Baker and Sylvester McCoy, 
Doctor Who: The Documen- 
taries, The Silver Nemesis (plus 
the US documentary The 
Making of Silver Nemesis, 
retailing at £12.99), Terminus, 
Enlightenment, Image of the 
Fendahl, Vengeance on Varos 
and a £19.99 30th Anniversary 
double-pack in November (clips 
and interviews compiled by 


John Nathan-Turner). 

With Blake's 7 completing in 
January 1993, Terry Nation’s 
Survivors will replace it in 
March (38 episodes to be 
released bi-monthly over 1 8 
months). Episodes from the 
BBC2 series Out of the Un- 
known are also due in 1993. 

On 2 ml June, after four weeks in 
the shops. The Tomb of the 
Cybermen had sold 30.300, be- 
coming the best selling Doctor 
Who release so far. Expecta- 
tions are high that BBC Video 
will honour their promise to 
create a bureau to attempt to find 
other lost programming. 

The success of Tomb should 
also provide confidence in the 
6 1 1 July release of Shada (see 
Tom Baker feature on page 12). 
The Making of the Hitch 
Hikers Guide to the Galaxy, 
another Adams-related BBC 
Video, has been postponed from 
September to early 1993 to give 
more time for its production and 
publicity. 

ITC releases include: Septem- 
ber, Volumes 1 and 2 of The 
Secret Service: 13 th July. Space 
1999 5/6 End of Eternity/The 
Full CirclelDeath 's Other 
Dom in ion/ Voyager 's Return", 
The Baron 1/2, The Saint 4; 

10 th August (provisional): Sap- 
phire and Steel Adventure 3 (6 
episodes - 2 tapes), Man in a 
Suitcase 1/2. The Champions 
3/4. Danger Man 4 and Ran- 
dall and Hopkirk (Deceased) 4. 

Books 

Titan Books are reviving the 
Doctor Who Script Books 
series after a considerable lay- 
off. The first new release will 
be, subject to BBC approval, 


BBC Video toasts The Tomb of the Cybermert 's success 
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Violent US series War of the Worlds, unedited on Anglia TV 


The Masters of Luxor, a rejected 
1 963 script by Anthony Coburn, 
who also wrote the first Doctor 
Who story 100,000 BC. 

Producer Verity Lambert found 
Coburn's second Doctor Who 
story unworkable, and used The 
Daleks in its place. Artist Tony 
Clark will produce a cover 
featuring companion Barbara 
Wright. Costing £4.99. publica- 
tion has been scheduled for 27 th 
August, and should be followed 
in October by Barry Letts and 
Roger Sloman's The Diemons 
(1971). The three previous script 
books will be re-released. 

Virgin Books' Doctor Who 
New Adventures go monthly 
from February next year with 
the affected novels being The 
Highest Science by Gareth 
Roberts (February), The Pit by 
Neil Penswick (March), Deceit 
by Peter Darvill-Evans (April) 
and Lucifer Rising by Andrew 
Lane and Jim Mortimer (May). 
John Peel’s novelizations of The 
Power of the Daleks (June) and 
The Evil of the Daleks (by the 
end of the 1993). 

Forthcoming Titan Classic Trek 
novels are: July Ice Trap by LA 
Graf and September Sanctuary 
by John Vornholt. Next Genera- 
tion novels: 25 th June Im- 
balance by VE Mitchell and 
October War Drums by John 
Vornholt. Also out is a revam- 
ped Don 't Panic by Neil 
Gaiman, the Hitch Hikers guide. 

Tele70 

Tele70, a National Film Theatre 
selection of 1970s program- 
ming, will be held during 
August. An Ace of Wands three- 
parter. Seven Serpents, Sulphur 
and Salt, from 1 97 1 together 
with Hitler's Last Secret, a two- 
parter from the 1978 series of 
The Tomorrow People, will be 
screened on 6 th August. The 
BBC's Count Dracula. the 
1977 play starring Louis Jour- 
dan. the production of which led 
to a Doctor Who Terrance 
Dick's vampire tale being 
postponed for three years, can 
be seen on 1 1 th August. Two 
Gerry Anderson live action 
series, UFO and Space 1999 are 
represented on ITT August by 
The Psychobombs and One Mo- 
ment of Humanity respectively. 
Also featured are various 
dramas, comedies and music 
programming. Personal booking 
for non-BFI members begins at 
the end of July (Box Office 
[0711928 3232). Upcoming 
seasons include Channel 4 is 


Ten (October), Ghouls, Ghosties 
and Things That Go Bump In the 
Night (December) and Goodbye 
to Thames (January). 

The MOM1 is holding Model 
Master on 8 th July, a talk by 
former Gerry Anderson effects 
supremo Derek Meddings about 
his experience of the design, con- 
struction and destruction of 
models used for special effects. 

Ratings 

With finer weather and lighter 
evenings one might have ex- 
pected to see a decline in the for- 
tunes of The Next Generation, 
but it concluded its first run on 
BBC2 with 4.98 million viewers 
(23% audience share) for Trans- 
figurations, and 5.26m (25%) 
and 5.15m (24%) for the two- 
part Best of Both Worlds. The 
bank holiday ITV figure of 3.9m 
for Star Trek II pales beside 
these. TNG has proved an 
audience builder during its three 
seasons, while Thunderbirds 
failed to sustain its audience 
over 32 episodes ending up with 
2.7 1 m for Ricochet, less than 
half that of Trapped in the Sky. 
Quantum Leap had a two week 
break, which probably accounts 
for its fall to 4. 1 5m ( 1 8%) on its 
return. Once viewers noticed it 
was back, its rating jumped to 
5.15m (23%) for week ending 
1 7 May coming second in the 
BBC2 chart, having followed 
the first episode repeat of Red 
Dwarf IV which attained 4.3m 
(18%). BBC I 's Torch has been 
a moderate success averaging 
3m (22%). 

Channel 4’s TV Heaven 
episode of Danger Man was not 
so competent with 1 ,83m. 
Television’s Greatest Hits is 
proving worthwhile for BBC1 


with over 7m on occasion. 

Over on Sky One, The Flash 
made its debut, coming second 
to The Simpsons with 0.57m. 

Animation 

Publishing company The Storm 
Group has bought FilmFair 
Animation from Central TV for 
£2 million, becoming one of the 
top five independent owners of 
children’s animation rights in 
Britain and now being called 
Britain’s answer to Disney. It in- 
tends to exploit FilmFair’s 
characters in the US licensing 
and publishing market currently 
worth around $ 1 00 billion. 
Recent FilmFair productions in- 
clude The Gingerbread Man. 
White Bear’s Secret and a new 
version of The Snow Queen. 

Jim Henson Productions and 
Walt Disney have signed a $20 
million video and television 
agreement covering 200 hours 
of programming and the creation 
of a Jim Henson Home Video 
retail label. Buena Vista will dis- 
tribute Henson releases for six 
years and Disney will provide 
cash backing for up to three new 
Henson video titles a year for 
five years. 

Noddy, a co-production be- 
tween Thames Television sub- 
sidiary Cosgrove Hall and BBC 
Enterprises, is due to be broad- 
cast on BBC I in the Autumn. It 
is Cosgrove Hall’s first commis- 
sion by the BBC. 

Things To Come 

Little Magic Productions, a 
Japanese company based in New 
York, have gone into partnership 
with Frances TF1 and Rysher 
Entertainment to produce High- 
lander, a tv spin-off from the 


Christopher Lambert/Sean Con- 
nery movie series. 22 episodes 
will be made commencing at the 
end of June for US syndication 
beginning in the Autumn. 
Various guest artists from the 
rock world are being lined up to 
appear including David Bowie 
and Grace Jones. 

A second series of George 
Lucas's The Young Indiana 
Jones Chronicles seems more 
and more unlikely after disap- 
pointing ratings and a critical 
panning. 

Carlton Television has commis- 
sioned new game show The 
Legend of Xapatan from UK in 
dependent Chatsworth, 
producers of Channel 4’s The 
Crystal Maze. To be screened 
in 1993, it is based on a French 
format and has been described 
by Chatsworth MD Malcolm 
Hey worth as a real life Raiders 
of the Lost Ark. Each week six 
contestants will have to sur- 
mount a number of impediments 
in the Mexican jungle in order to 
reach a statue. 

Shorts 

BSkyB has confirmed that Star 
Trek: The Next Generation 
will be broadcast on Sky One 
from the Autumn. It is expected 
that the first three series will be 
stripped twice daily during the 
week. 

The ITV schedule for the nine 
weeks commencing 29 lh June 
sees Anglia’s Chimera receive a 
repeat broadcast on 1 5 th August 
(9 pm) in a truncated two-hour 
tv movie version. 

The animation series. The Ad- 
ventures of the Galaxy 
Rangers, begins a daily screen- 
in^for two weeks (II am) on 
IF August. Feature films in- 
clude Cocoon ( 1 0 th August), 
Star Trek IV ( 1 7 th August), 

The New Original Wonder- 
woman and The Man With the 
Golden Gun (both 31 st August). 
Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With 
Me. the cinematic prequel to the 
David Lynch cult TV series, 
opened in Japan on I6 lh May on 
104 screens causing movie- 
going fever not witnessed there 
since the debut of The Exorcist. 
Lynch's The Elephant Man 
was also a huge success in Japan. 
One of the bids for Channel 5 is 
to come from TV-am, the Daily 
Telegraph and Time Warner, 
who aim to operate The Enter- » 
tainment Channel, with a 
programme schedule modelled 
on Sky One. 

The BBC is reportedly unhappy 
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about the performance of Paral- 
lel 9, which is its first major in- 
dependent children's comm- 
ission. Both the content and 
ratings have been causes for con- 
cern for Head of Childrens 
Programmes, Anna Home. 

War of the Worlds has finally 
begun running on Anglia at 
around eleven o'clock on Mon- 
day nights. Anglia is only the 
second 1TV region to screen the 
show. The first station, 

Yorkshire, has unmercifully 
edited and censored the episodes 
to suit its needs but Anglia has, 
so far, shown the series com- 
plete and untouched! 

Good news for Quantum Leap 
fans is that the series has had a 
fifth season confirmed. 

As reported last issue, the BBC 
have brought most of the 
episodes of The Man Front 
UNCLE. The missing episodes 
from the package are those 
which were cut into the show’s 
feature film presentations. In 
total, seventeen episodes are 
missing, but the BBC has not 
scheduled the others yet. 

Deep Space 9 

More news has arrived concern- 
ing Paramount's new Star Trek 
spin-off series Star TrekiDeep 
Space 9. 

ST:DS9 will go into production 
in late August, according to 
Michael Piller. It will still tell 
the kind of stories that ST:TNG 
and Classic Trek have told, 
which are philosophical and 
character-orientated. 

One planet we will see a lot of is 
Bajor. a very spiritual, mystical 
and interesting kind of place that 
will force the crew of the station 
to challenge their humanist as- 
sumptions. Bajor is, of course, 
home for the Bajorans, Ensign 
Ro’s race. 

One of the main characters from 
the planet is a kind of Dalai 
Lama character, and who 
believes that the worm hole was 
created by divine intervention. 
The Worm hole itself will open 
up a whole distant quadrant of 
the galaxy that has not been 
close enough for exploration 
until now. 

The Cardassians are another race 
that will be further dealt with. 
They are the ones who have 
built the Space station along 
with the Bajorans and other 
races over many, many years, 
thus creating a Space station 
quite alien and unlike anything 
Starfleet people have served on 
before. 


The station will be home for 
many alien beings who have 
been living there before the 
Starfleet personnel moved in. 
Thus the Starfleet personnel will 
be dealing with these people 
regularly whether they like it or 
not. Starfleet personnel have 
been used to the comfortable 
life. With ST:DS9 this is 
reversed. 

As previously reported, the sta- 
tion captain and his son survived 
the Borg attack, but tragically, 
his wife did not. The captain 
was a Starfleet commander on 
one of the starships with his 
wife and son, when the Borg ves- 
sel headed by Picard attacked, 
killing his wife. Understandably, 
the captain will harbour hard 
feelings towards Picard, even 
though it was Picard in another 
guise responsible for his wife’s 
death. Apparently Jean-Luc 
Picard will be in the pilot 
episode, and possibly the 
Enterprise also. 

Since his wife’s death, the 
captain’s attitude towards Space 
has been ‘soured’, and he has 
spent the last few years living on 
Earth. This will be his first post- 
ing since her death. His son will 
be with him on the station. 

The captain’s character will 
have more rougher and tougher 
edges than most leading 
Starfleet characters, but never- 
theless, he will be a man of 
strong ethics, and will be a true 
hero and champion of the prime 
directive, with the vision Kirk 
and Picard showed before him. 
The shape-shifting security of- 
ficer was already stationed on 
board the Space station for the 
Cardassians, and he remains 
there for the new team. It is 
reported that the officer came 
through the worm hole many 
years ago in a spacecraft, but 
that he does not know from 
where. In order to fit into this 
new society, he approximated a 
humanoid shape. However, he 
cannot get the humanoid form 
quite right. This character will 
give the writers an opportunity 
to comment on what it takes to 
be human, and to be in that state. 
Unlike the logical Spock, or the 
dispassionate Data, the character 
will have a more critical edge 
about what it takes to pass as a 
human. He is also a mysterious 
but lovable character, a man 
seeking answers to his existence. 
He is this show’s human 
barometer just as Spock and 
Data are. 

The character will be played by 
one actor, but on a regular basis 


we will see him transform. The 
transformations will be done 
using a similar process to the 
ones used in Terminator 2, 

Star Trek VI and the Michael 
Jackson videos, but cheaper! 
Another character's job will be 
to keep the station up and run- 
ning. This is made more difficult 
as the station is not up to 
Starfleet specifications, the 
defences are not proper, and the 
technology is not what they're 
used to. 

Expect to see John DeLancie 
and Majel Barrett turning up 
now and then as their usual 
characters, Q and Lwaxana Troi 
respectively. 

On a Next Generation note. 
Paramount apparently considers 
it a reality now that a Next 
Generation movie will be 
produced within a year or two 
after the end of its run on 
television. (Paramount have not 
ruled out the possibility that 
TNG will run into a seventh and 
eighth season!) 

Time Travel 

It is somewhat daunting to real- 
ize that each decision made in 
writing this news piece results in 
the creation of an entire 
universe! The reason why is ex- 
plained in a BBC2 Antenna 
programme, Time Travel: The 
Next Frontier, to be broadcast 
on July 6 th , which will take a 
look at that most bizarre of con- 
cepts, Time travel. 

The programme is centred 
around the ideas of Dr David 
Deutsch, fellow of Wolfson Col- 
lege, Oxford University. His 
speciality is the fundamentals of 


Physics and Quantum Theory, 
and during his work he devised 
a ‘quantum computer' which 
uses a type of logic based on the 
ideas of Quantum Theory. 

During his calculations, Dr 
Deutsch tried to feed the output 
of the computer into its input at 
an earlier time, and found that 
he could! It seemed it was pos- 
sible to send information back 
into Time, and, if so, then why 
not concrete objects? 

This led him to look at what it is 
about Quantum Theory that al- 
lows Time travel. He found the 
answer in what is known as the 
‘many worlds interpretation'. 
Quite simply, the universe splits 
at every choice made! This neat- 
ly gets over the paradox of 
going back in Time and killing 
an ancestor. Yes. it is possible, 
but in killing an ancestor you 
create a new universe in which 
he/she is dead, but in your 
original universe the ancestor 
did carry on living. 

The programme, which is being 
produced by Illuminations, 
makers of Channel 4’s TV 
Heaven, will also take a look at 
some of the popular depictions 
of Time travel, using Doctor 
Who’s Time-travelling Police 
Box, and will include dips from 
feature films, and Doctor Who 
as well. 

Shada Cancelled 

Contrary to rumour, the release 
of the incomplete Doctor Who 
story Shada has not been can- 
celled. However, Domini- 
Temporal Services’ screening of 
the story has been cancelled be- 
cause of a lack of response. 


Next Generation I, Borg sees the return of the 
ever-popular cyborgs in a ‘human interest’ story 
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Paper Night 

Nigel Hill 

Cheltenham. Glos 
Guy Pitchford (issue 31 ) is not 
the only one who remembers Es- 
cape into Night. I saw the film 
version, Paperhouse, as it was 
recently shown as part of Chan- 
nel 4's ‘Chilling Out’ season. 
The basic storyline was the 
same, but there were some chan- 
ges. For instance, the main thing 
I remember about the tv serial is 
that the children were trapped in 
the house by the stone monoliths 
that surrounded it. This was only 
hinted at in the film, but in the 
serial when darkness came, the 
monoliths would come to life. 
They had huge glowing eyes 
and were really quite frighten- 
ing. If I remember rightly 
though, they didn't like bright 
lights and the children escaped 
from the house by shining tor- 
ches into their eyes. This serial 
must have been repeated at least 
once, because I remember 
seeing it on two occasions. 

Now to another piece of 
obscure/neglected Sci Fi that 1 
have vague memories of, but 
cannot find any information on. 

It was a children’s serial called 
The Boy from Space. It was 
shown around 1971 by the BBC 
in their mid-morning program- 
mes for schools section and later 
repeated in their children's tv 
slot. It was the story of a boy 
and girl who meet up with the 
alien boy of the title and become 
friends. The alien boy’s Space 
ship, piloted by his father, has 
landed crippled in the woods 
nearby, and the children help by 
breaking into a local laboratory, 
whilst avoiding some sinister 
scientists out for their own ends. 
The aliens in this serial had 
bright blond hair and silver 
suits. They spoke in a strange 
‘chattering computer' type lan- 
guage, and their spaceship had 
an invisible forcefield around it. 
Has my memory cheated, or 
does anyone else remember this 
serial? Any information you 
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could give on either of the above 
serials would be welcome. 
Lastly, concerning video 
releases. Whilst 1 am a Doctor 
Who fan at heart. I would also 
like to see other vintage shows 
released such as Out of the Un- 
known. Pathfinders in Space 
etc. How about a double pack 
release of the long-awaited 
Quatermass 2 with the two 
remaining Quatermass Experi- 
ments added on, with the links 
done by none other than Nigel 
Kneale. Surely this would be a 
collector’s dream (OK. wishful 
thinking on my part). 

Editor: As you may have read in 
this issue 's news. Out of the Un- 
known is coming out on video. 
We 've heard of no plans for 
releases of the other series you 
mention. Unfortunately, the 
video release of Quatermass 
and the Pit was not a great com- 
mercial success, so BBC Video 
seem unwilling to release any 
more of the series. 

Quantum Ban 

Mr M Pertici 

Wrexham, Clwyd 
It looks as if the BBC have 
decided to ban an episode of 
Quantum Leap now. I have 
noticed that the episode Black 
and White on Fire which was 
banned in Australia has also 
been banned in this country 
since they have gone straight 
into the next episode. The Great 
Spont ini. You don’t need to 
write a letter to the BBC to real- 
ize why it’s been banned. It’s 
got to have something to do with 
the riots in Los Angeles, be- 
cause that episode was all about 
racism. This is just another 


episode from a Science Fiction 
programme they have banned. I 
wonder how many episodes of 
Science Fiction they have 
banned now? 

Editor: The BBC told TV Zone 
that they will he showing the 
episode, but it was kept back 
after the Los Angeles riots. 

Champion! 

Graeme Bassett 

Grimsby 

Thanks a lot. You just cost me 
eleven quid! After reading your 
review of The Champions 
video I couldn't resist buying it. 
Actually, I’m glad I did shell out 
for the video, since The Begin- 
ning and The Invisible Man are 
great stories. Still, it was a bit of 
an anti-climax to find out that 
the ‘tampering’ you referred to 
was just the title sequence. Why 
did they bother? Maybe it was a 
cunning ploy to boost video 
sales. I was hoping that ITC had 
actually included the version of 
The Beginning that was seen in 
the Sixties, where Richard is nar- 
rating the story into a tape re- 
corder (in case they ever decide 
to tell Tremayne how they got 
their powers). 

Still. I think ITC should give 
you their reviewer of the month 
video on the basis of that one 
line — I’m sure I'm not the only 
Champions fan who was 
swayed out of indecision by 
your review. 

I was amused by Nigel 
Robinson's conclusion to the 
Ace of Wands article. ‘A sadly 
vanished innocence... where 
children were just that — rather 
than malicious little Rambo wan- 
nabes who follow Mutant 


Turtles’. Where did Nigel spend 
his childhood? The Magic 
Faraway Tree? 

Nick Briggs replies: When I 
wrote that final comment in the 
Champions review, I was in- 
deed thinking of the Richard-nar- 
rated version you mention. That 
was the version I was expecting 
to see on the video, and I was 
wondering whether ITC had 
simply edited out the narration. 
Incidentally, this version was 
shown in various ITV repeat 
seasons well into the 1970s. 
Editor: I can ‘t comment on 
Nigel Robinson ’ s childhood! 

More Champions 

Ian Duerden 

Powys, Mid Wales 
In your 30th issue I was 
surprised to read Nicholas 
Briggs in his review of The 
Champions call it ‘truly awful, 
cheap and nasty stuff'. Cheap it 
wasn’t. At the time these filmed 
episodes were expensive 
television with budgets higher 
than most BBC costume dramas. 
To cover the financial problems 
caused by a ‘global’ format, ex- 
otic locations were recreated in 
the studio. This was achieved 
using the experience of film 
rather than television makers, 
hence the detail was up to the 
standard of cinema productions. 
Though obviously studio 
(though considerably superior to 
any of the BBC's cardboard ef- 
forts) an atmosphere was 
generated which is quite effec- 
tive on television. For an ex- 
ample, I believe the excellent 
Happening set in the outback of 
Australia would have lost its 
menace had the atomic tower 
been built in the real desert. 
These production values are 
what gave the Sixties Fantasy 
television its charm. The colour- 
ful, almost strip cartoon world. 
Compare them with how dull the 
real locations were in the 1970s 
Jason King, where total control 
of shade, lighting and colour 
were not possible. 

However, there is some crude 
back projection. In one episode 
Craig is removing a newspaper 
off a stand in, I think, Italy, 
when a man walks too close to 
the camera that had recorded the 
stock footage projected behind 
him and appears to loom, giant 
and surreal, totally out of propor- 
tion. 

I do totally agree with the com- 
ments about the plots and would 
add that many of them seem to 
be the general ITC scripts, slight- 
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ly rewritten and often hardly 
losing the ‘superpowers' of the 
main characters. The exception 
to this rule is the already men- 
tioned Happening and The Ex- 
periment. penned by Brian 
Clemens and Tony Williamson 
respectively. These are head and 
shoulders above the rest of the 
series. 

1 enjoyed reading Mr Briggs's al- 
ternative view of the series and 
mention mine only as a balance 
to the criticizms. 

Who Find? 

Denny Haynes 
Willenhall, West Midlands 
I thought the readers of TV Zone 
might be interested in a little ar- 
ticle 1 read in a well known 
newspaper. It seems that they 
have found another four 
episodes of Doctor Who. But 
the trouble is they haven’t put 
down which one, could TV Zone 
throw any light on it? 

Editor: The short piece front the 
Daily Star states that ‘four more 
episodes were found in a vault 
in South Africa This mislead- 
ing statement was inspired by a 
'research source ' which specu- 
lated that episodes might exist in 
South Africa. 

Extra Sapphire? 

Craig Foulkes 
South Wirral 

Aren't there any people out 
there but Star Trek fans who 
write in? But are they fans? All 
they seem to do is write in and 
complain or moan about CIC 
Videos and how fast or slow 
they are, about how good or bad 
Unification was — or that damn 
episode The High Ground. 

Who cares anyway, to quote Wil- 
liam Shatner — “Get yourself a 
life”. 

Now I've got that off my chest, 
back to the reason I wrote in. 

I've just purchased the latest 
Sapphire and Steel video (Vol 
2) and, correct me if I'm wrong, 
but there were a number of 
scenes in the video that I can’t 
remember seeing previously on 
the tv before. For example, in 
episode 8, the second time Sap- 
phire is taken over by the dark- 
ness. She covers her face with 
her hands. Then she turns to 
look at Steel, removes her hands 
from her face to reveal a severe- 
ly mutilated face. There is quite 
an obvious jump, as if to signify 
a scene put back in. To further 
back up my suspicions, when 
looking at the running time on 


the back of the box, it says 210 
minutes, approximately 10 
minutes more than the average 
8x25 minute episodes running 
time. 

Has anyone else noticed this or 
has my memory just faded since 
1 last saw it on tv? 

Editor: It’s ironic you begin by 
criticizing Star Trek fans, then 
end up scrutinizing another 
series in minute detail! It’s just a 
matter of a preference for a par- 
ticular series. We 're not aware 
of any extra scenes having been 
added to Sapphire and Steel. 

Believing 

R I) Barton 

Chatham, Kent 

Your '70's Special was of very 
high quality and very informa- 
tive. however, I seem to remem- 
ber a programme tucked away 
on BBC called Seeing is Believ- 
ing about astronauts on a Space 
station, although I can't recall it 
very well and it might even have 
been early '80’s. A Fantasy 
Flashback wouldn't go amiss 
either way. 

Editor: Anyone heard of Seeing 
is Believing '.' 

Unified 

Carol Ann Wasilewski 

Rotherhithe, London 
I have watched the Unification 
video two times and I thorough- 
ly enjoyed it. 

I liked the way the story links 
The Next Generation with the 
old Star Trek, it adds to the con- 
sistency of the Star Trek saga... 
also, the way the story was 


looked at, from different angles, 
Riker and the Enterprise, the 
Klingons, the Captain and Data. 
Spock and the Rontulans. 

I also like the relationship be- 
tween Sarek, Jean-Luc and 
Spock. 

Select? 

Ian Nelson 

Weybridge, Surrey 
Last Thursday (7th May) I at- 
tended the monthly Royal 
Television Society Lecture in 
London, this month given by 
John Radcliffe and David Kitson 
of BBC Select. In the question 
and answer session at the end, 
the question of archive repeats 
was raised and 1 have to say that 
not a single mention was made 
of any drama series being re-run, 
and the conversation was look- 
ing at least a year into the future. 
The planned service will ap- 
parently begin in June/July (al- 
though unscrambled test trans- 
missions are running now) and 
will begin with The Business 
Club which was described as 
‘an executive's business 
service'. Following this will be 
other narrowcast services for ac- 
countants, lawyers, doctors and 
other business groups. Business 
AGMs may also be aired. 

All this may be very positive for 
these groups, but I have to say 
that for cult television fans. 
Select looks as though, for quite 
some time, it will be more the 
barren desert than the oasis. 

With decoders set to cost around 
£275, 1 would suggest restraint 
for the foreseeable future; it 
seems that we are to wait for the 


proposed Fantasy service 
reported in issue 24, if indeed 
we get it at all. 

Editor: At the moment BBC 
Select doesn ’ t think that it can 
get an audience greater than 
40.000 which is below their min- 
imum audience target. 

Trek Futures 

Steve Damarell 
Stanmore, Middx 
I have been reading with interest 
the various articles and letters 
printed in TV Zone regarding 
Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion and Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine. 

The latter of these two shows 
sounds quite interesting, al- 
though it seems to be receiving 
the same lukewarm treatment 
from some fans that The Next 
Generation suffered upon its 
conception. I must admit that the 
only thing which has slightly 
worried me about Deep Space 
Nine is how it was announced 
so soon after Gene Rodden- 
berry’s death, leading me to 
wonder what he might have had 
to say about the idea. 1 have just 
read an interview with Rick Ber- 
man and Michael Piller in which 
they say they had discussions 
with Mr Roddenberry and 
Paramount with regards to the 
new series about a year ago. 
Somehow, though, that doesn't 
quite lay my doubts to rest. It 
would be interesting to hear 
Majel Barrett’s views on the sub- 
ject. 

In the same interview, Rick Ber- 
man also states that Paramount 
has scheduled The Next 
Generation for seven seasons 
and not the much-touted six 
series run, which is good news. 
It's also mentioned that Picard 
and co will appear in Deep 
Space Nine's premiere episode. 
As for the BBC’s withdrawal of 
TNG after The Best of Both 
Worlds Part 2, it makes me 
wonder whether or not Family 
will be screened when the series 
recommences. It is, after all, in- 
extricably linked with the Borg 
episodes and after the way they 
mucked around with the running 
order of Quantum Leap be- 
cause the opening episode of 
Season 2 was deemed ‘not 
strong enough' I can see Family 
suffering the same fate — even 
though it is, in my opinion, one 
of the five best episodes of the 
entire series. 

Editor: Unfortunately, that’s all 
we have space for this issue. 
Keep those letters flooding in! 
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Star Trek: The Next Generation Will Family be strong 
enough’ to restart the BBC’s screenings in 1994? 
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A behind-the-scenes look at the recording of the Out of the Unknown episode, Beach Head 


Opposite page: Ed Straker, driving 
force of SHADO Photo 0 ITC 


E D BISHOP is possessed of one of 
the most distinctive voices in ac- 
ting circles. His rich, American 
accent has provided him with 
much radio and voice-over work. When 
that voice is joined by the man himself on 
screen the results can be considerable. As 
they were in the Andersons’ series, UFO. 

“I had worked for Gerry prior to UFO 
where I did the voice of Captain Blue in 
Captain Scarlet and The Mysterons,” 
he explains, “I had just gone with a new 
agent and either Sylvia or Gerry had 
phoned them up looking for a black actor 
named Cy Grant. Someone at my agent’s 
office said, ‘Look we have just got this 
new American actor, name of Edward 
Bishop and would you like to meet him?’ 
They said, ‘Yes’, I went out and met them 
and I got the job. That was my start with 
Gerry.” 

UFO was the first all live-action series 
the Andersons had produced. Coming 
from a production company so well 
known for puppet series, was the series 
hampered in any way? 

“I don’t think it hampered it but we did 
get a lot of stick!” Bishop says with some 
consideration. “We had some people on 
the set who came up as extras who would 
take the Michael out of the situation. One 


guy asked me if I was supposed to have 
strings! I think the critics were able to ad- 
just, so I do not think that it hampered the 
series. Gerry and Sylvia were both strong 
minded and knew what they wanted. They 
had a vision, went after it and to a large 
part they succeeded.” 

That vision included Commander Ed 
Straker as played by Ed Bishop; a part that 


was tailor made? “I think that Gerry had 
been thinking of me all along from what I 
have learned subsequently. He was think- 
ing that I would be involved in this par- 
ticular character although the format for 
the show was not set in concrete. Tony 
Barwick had started writing scripts when 
the format was still loose.” Again, Bishop 
talks from a carefully considered point of 


Ed Bishop during the filming of UFO Photo 0 ITC 





